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Closing the books
on a career in service
Andy Smolder set to retire at the end of this month

AFTER nearly 10 years
 with HospiceCare, Andy
 Smolder will retire June 27,

rounding out 35 years of service in
various administrative and financial
roles throughout the health care field.
     Andy plans to spend most of his
time with his wife, Dene, and their
fearless “watchpuppy,” Heather, at
their home in Scott Depot, completing
the many and various home projects

he has, while tending to a newly
formed real estate investment
business. He and Dene also look
forward to having more time for
some “adventuresome travel.”
     Andy served as Finance Director
during his first seven years with
HospiceCare and will retire as the
company Controller. He holds two
degrees from Marshall University
and West Virginia University. 

Are you
ready for
some chili?!
R ETURNING to the Boulevard
               at Haddad Riverfront Park
in Charleston after a year away,
the 10th Annual Smoke on the Water
Chili Cook-off  promises  to be bigger
and better than ever –– especially since
the event will help kickoff this year’s
FestivALL, a week-long celebration of
the arts and culture taking place
throughout the city!
     With more than 50 HospiceCare
Volunteers already signed up to help with
the day’s activities, we’re sure the cook-off
will be a great opportunity for everyone
here to come out and enjoy some of the
region’s best chili (both red and green),
salsa and other food, fun and music. We
look forward to seeing you there from
11a.m. -5 p.m. Saturday June 21! 

     More volunteers are needed to help
with the “Run for Your Life” 5- mile race

from 8-10 a.m. June 21. Please see
Jeff Sikorovsky to volunteer.
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DAY LUNCHEON

Volunteers live to give!!
By Jewell Morgan
Volunteer Director

T HE Volunteer Department
would like to thank everyone
who came out for this year’s

Volunteer Appreciation Day Luncheon
May 8 at Edgewood Country Club.
We’d also like to thank volunteer
Bill Dobbs for sponsoring the event,
as well as the club’s staff for making it
such a wonderful and special occasion.
     I often get the question, “How
many volunteers do you have?” I have
found over the years that, no matter how
many people we train, the mailing list
stays at about 270 active volunteers.
     In 2007 HospiceCare volunteers
reported 15,885 hours.  Those reported
hours represent a savings to HospiceCare
in excess of $285,000 and represent a
weekly average of 305 hours or the
equivalent of 7.6 full-time staff members,
compared with 2006 volunteer hours that
were equivalent to 6.8 full-time staff.
     Also in 2007, volunteers reported
115,325 miles, for an average of 2,217
miles per week driven on behalf of
HospiceCare. Compared with 2006
figures, volunteer mileage increased
by 357 miles per week.
     I emphasize reported because we
know there are always more hours
that have not been turned in.
     In the past, HospiceCare did not
reimburse mileage for volunteers.
Last fall we gradually implemented a
mileage reimbursement process
restricted to assigned tasks for a
specific patient.  We have started
slowly with this program until we can
determine the impact on the Volunteer
Department’s budget.
     Here are some numbers: In September
2007 the reimbursement for the previous
quarter was $370; in December 2007

reimbursement for the quarter was $711;
for the first quarter in March 2008 we
reimbursed $2,192.  Needless to say,
we will have to put additional money
in the budget for next year.
     At the luncheon, we acknowledged
dedicated volunteers Ruth Peyton and
Morton Talbott, both of whom reached
their 20th year of service this year.
     Ruth Peyton has filled several roles
since 1988, including being a home care
companion, an Angel Watch volunteer,
board member, role play, and fundraiser,
just to name a few.
     Ruth has served numerous patients
over the years, often being assigned to
more than one patient at a time. Most of
her assignments were long term. She is
a faithful Love Light Tree volunteer
each year.  Ruth also served eight years
as a valued member of the Board of
Directors; her love and compassion for
the patients and staff provided valuable
insight to the Board.
     You may have seen the newspaper
article about Morton a few Sundays ago.
Morton has also filled several roles
over the years, including home care
companion, transportation, special events,
and volunteer training, just to name a
few.  Probably the first time I saw
Morton, he was picking up aluminum
cans and taking them to be recycled.

     Morton has sent us “retirement”
letters at least twice, in 2004 and
2005, citing various reasons for his
leaving.  But, I can’t remember him
ever saying “No” to an assignment,
even after he retired!
     In his January 2004 retirement
letter, Morton said, “In looking at the
records I’ve kept, I was active with
Hospice for 14 years and 3 months.
During that time, I served 2,989 hours
(equal to 2-1/2 months of 40 hour
weeks) and traveled 32,223 miles
(equal to 1-1/8 times around the
earth).  The shortest round trip was 1
mile and the longest 106 miles, the
average was about 20 or 25 miles.”
     There is no way for me to know how
many patients Morton has been assigned
over the years, but he could probably
tell me all their names.  I checked our
most-recent computer records, which
go back to 2004, and Morton has
visited 40 patients in that time.  Some
were long-term assignments of several
months and a few were one-time
visits or transportation errands.  But,
we know that the lives of all 40 of
those patients and their families were
touched by this dedicated volunteer.
     Thank you, Ruth and Morton, for
your fine examples of caring and
dedicated service to hospice patients
and families.
     In closing, we can’t thank you enough
for all you do as volunteers. Whatever
your tasks, they all support the care
of our patients and families. Winston
Churchill said, “We make a living by
what we get, but we make a life by what
we give.” I am honored and blessed to
be in the company of people with very
rich lives because of all they give. 

Please visit us online to view dozens
of photos from the Volunteer Luncheon

at www.hospicecarewv.org.
Click on the “For Volunteers” tab and

then go to the “Photo Gallery.”

Morton Talbot    Ruth Peyton



     Happy
Birthdays!

June

ODDS & ENDS

Welcome Aboard!!!
Marilyn Williams, CNA

Per Diem, Dunbar

Marsha Sheppard, RN
Case Manager, Lewisburg
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Former HospiceCare Chaplain Boyd Purcell stopped by the Dunbar office
last month to sign his new book, “Spiritual Terrorism: Spiritual Abuse from  the
Womb to the Tomb.” The book is about the effect of fear-based religion on the
lives of people who have been spiritually abused by a negative conception of
God through eternal hell-fire preaching and teaching. He was offering signed
copies of his 504-page tome for the bargain price of $20, but for those who
missed him, the book is also available for sale on Amazon.com, which offers a
synopsis of the book and other features. Check it out!

Lillian Hunter    . . .    6
Rhonda Casto    . . .    7
Michelle Morgan    . . .    8
Carol Jackson    . . .    9
Sandra Weiland Bailes     11
Libby Gates    . . .   11
Shelia Truby Johnson    13
Renee Carper    . . .   22
Joan Fernandes    . . .   22
Amy Greear    . . .   25
Tammy Hale    . . .   27
Lilly O’Daniel    . . .   29
Diane Sams    . . .   30
Pam Woods    . . .   30
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Nurse Renee Carper, above right, brought in a couple of her baby goats for
pet therapy with one of her patients in April at the Hubbard Hospice House.
And after one look at those two adorable kids, everyone knew right away the
therapy would work -- because they’d be B-a-a-a-a-a-a’d to the bone. 

‘I gave blood . . .
What did you do?’
HR Assistant Stephanie Rogers
wishes to thank everyone who
turned out to give blood last month
when the Red Cross Blood Mobile
pulled into the Travelodge parking
lot next to the Dunbar office. There
were 15 people who donated, just
5 shy of our goal of 20, but a success
nonetheless.

�
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Lewisburg fundraiser keeping fit after 15 years

10 K RUN & 5K WALK

By Penny Cole
Public Relations Coordinator

T HE 15th Annual HospiceCare 10K Run and
5K Support Walk on Saturday, May 3, in
Lewisburg, not only was a lot of fun for everyone

involved, but also helped raised funds to directly benefit
our patients and families affected by life-limiting illnesses.
     Several students from the WV School of Osteopathic
Medicine volunteered at the registration table at The
Lewis Theater on Court Street. Many others also
helped with set-up/clean-up, driving, delivery and
refreshment preparation, water and first-aid stations,
photography, time recording, and so much more!
    Students Jennifer Smith and Will Smith were
especially helpful on the planning committee and
instrumental in directing the volunteers. Other
WVSOM volunteers who deserve our thanks, include:
Mike Brackman; Will Smith; Jon Beyer;
Elizabeth Waldman; Chris Bruner; Neha Dave;
Sal Nardello; Richard Whiddon; Tucker Leigh;
Sarah Shaw; Bobby Ford; Heather Horsley;
Trisha Whiddon; Bianca LoVerde; David May
(and his parents Paul and Patricia); Crissy Duff;
Jon Gruber; Christian Kegg; Brad Hendricks;
Marri Kajfez; Nathan Moody; Aaron Henderson;

Hana Swain; Ashleigh Hall; Alex Barr; Jim Gilbert;
Laura Longwell; and Jennifer Smith.
     Working alongside the students, volunteer Gary
Bland monitored the race clock and was ready to
help in whatever way he was needed. Also, HospiceCare
staffers Terri Coleman and Amy Wade volunteered
their time and efforts, while Dan Withrow donated his
racing equipment for use in the event. Other committee
members included Lee Scruggs, Sandra
Fenstermacher, Elizabeth Wickline McGuffie,
Terri Coleman, and Penny Cole.
     Special thanks also to Gary Bland; Dan Withrow;
Sandra Fenstermacher; Liz Wickline-McGuffie;
and Lee Scruggs.
     Buses provided by Greenbrier Limo Services
shuttled the runners to the Greenbrier Valley Airport
for the start of the 10K race at 9 a.m. The walkers
stepped off from the Lewis Theatre. Both groups
wound their way through town, returning past the
Courthouse and back to the theater.
     The top runner overall was Michael Reickauer,
with a time of 0:41:16! Sharon Peake came in first
among the women runners. Other top runners included:
Men’s Overall: 2nd-Rudy Horst; and 3rd-Todd Watson.
Women’s Overall: 2nd-Nina Calder; 3rd-Rachelle Layman.
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Nothing says ‘Fiesta!’ like lunch and a plethora of sobreros
It doens’t take much to throw together a party for HospiceCare staffers, which was evident at last month’s
Administrative Assistant Appreciation Day Luncheon at the Dunbar office. Everyone enjoyed a festive
South-of-the-Border-themed meal, complete with Mexican decor, music, and, of course, party hats! Pictured
are (from l.-r., top-bottom): Controller Andy Smolder; IT Assistant Jonathan Harrison and Intake Coordinator
Pam King; Payroll/HR Coordinator Angela Matthews and her faithful sidekick HR Assistant Stephanie Rodgers;
Hubbard House Administrator Mary Kathren Robinson; an anonymous Finance Department staffer (likely wanted
by immigration officials) and Cash Receipts Associate Mikki Owens; Administrative Assistant Elaine Harrison
and receptionist Terry Foster; Accounts Receivable Associate Angela Price and IT Assistant Tanya Spade; and
Hubbard House Administrative Assistant Ann Neidlinger. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANTS DAY

SOARING WITH THE EAGLES

F.O.E. Aerie 519
Auxiliary helps
HospiceCare fly
The women of the Fraternal
Order of Eagles Aerie 519
Auxiliary have made it their
mission to help HospiceCare
patients and their families.
Over the past 15 years, the
group has given $16,200 to
benefit hospice programs and
services. The total includes
this year’s check for $3,200
that Development Director
Jim Wilkerson accepted
at their May meeting (at right).
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