Continuing
a long tradition
of quality care
Although we still have a few a months left before we
close the books on 2018, we are anxiously looking forward
to calendar year 2019, at which time HospiceCare will be
celebrating 40 years of providing quality end-of-life care to
thousands of West Virginians and their families.
In 1979, ﬁve caring and dedicated individuals founded
Kanawha Hospice Care. With a budget of $500 out of
their own pockets to take care of seven individuals through
a program than was strictly volunteer in nature, these
pioneers planted the seeds of something truly wonderful
here in the Kanawha Valley.

Just recently, our Director of Marketing, Jeﬀ Sikorovsky
(who by the way is responsible for all the photographs,
composition and editing of this newsletter as well as
coordinating fundraising events throughout the year)
provided me with a data slide (right) that showed that since
the turn of the century (can you say Y2K!!), HospiceCare
has taken care of 33,998 patients and their families. That is
signiﬁcant growth from very humble beginnings.
Another interesting statistic is that twenty years ago
almost half of our patients had a diagnosis that was cancer
related and 5% were being treated for HIV/AIDS. Today
we have very few HIV patients (this year we have treated
less than ﬁve as a result of improved treatment and drug
availability) and cancer has been replaced by Alzheimer’s/
Dementia as the leading cause of death in the patients we
serve. And based upon recent meetings with our friends
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and partners at the Alzheimer’s Association these numbers
are only going to get bigger. Just released data from the
National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization showed
that 25% of all Medicare spending for hospice services
went to caring for patients with Alzheimer’s/Dementia.
In real dollars the amount paid out nationally for this one
disease category was almost $5 billion.
So as we round the corner and begin celebrating our
40th birthday, we must acknowledge that the type of
care and cost of care will continue to change as cures
and treatments are found for some diseases and others
become more prominent. The needs of the baby boomer
generation will present us with new challenges, both in the
number of patients and the type of care needed to help
them along their journey.
As always, we are dependent upon volunteers and
community support to keep us going. That support has
been consistent and unwavering over the past forty years
and we look forward to continuing those relationships and
building new ones as we continue to provide quality end-of-life
healthcare throughout south-central West Virginia. 
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Cars, Tennis, Golf & Dance!
HospiceCare is grateful for the support we receive from our
friends at the WV Automobile & Truck Dealers Association,
Charleston Tennis Club, and Golf Outing & Dance Party
founder and board member, Keith Stonestreet, for
their more than 50 years of combined support!
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Hospice Advocacy
It takes a great deal of behind-the-scenes work to keep
hospice and palliative care initiatives in the forefront of
public funding decisions. HospiceCare is grateful to all of
the political support we receive from our elected oﬃcials.

Palliative Care Team
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From the moment of diagnosis of a serious illness,
our PalliativeCare Center can help you and your loved
ones better manage care and improve your quality
of life, even while seeking curative treatments.
We can help sooner than you think!
4

Making a Splash!
Dozens of kids enjoyed a day of fun in the summer sun
at this year’s Camp Mend-A-Heart! Games, crafts,
swimming, and a visit from several furry, four-legged
freinds, among other acitivities helped these children
overcome their grief over the loss of a loved one.

A Community of Caring
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In Memorium

HospiceCare could not meet its mission of serving
everyone in need regardless of their ability to pay if it
weren’t for the outpouring of support we receive from so
many hardworking community groups who year after year
put

HospiceCare remembers two women, June Bupp and
Betty Shoenbaum, whose lives exempliﬁed the love and
support we give and receive on a daily basis.
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WV AUTO SHOW VIP CHARITY GALA

WV Auto & Truck Dealers put on the ritz for hospice
For more than a dozen years, Ruth Lemmon (above left), President of the WV Automobile & Truck Dealer’s
Association, has gone above and beyond to beneﬁt HospiceCare by hosting the annual WV Auto Show VIP Charity Gala
each January, raising more than $100,000 from the event overall. This year’s event showcased the newly renovated and
expanded Charleston Civic Center, giving hundreds of dealers, the guests and other VIPs from around the state a sneak
peak at this great facility that will draw even more excitement to our state Capital. Thanks also to all of our wonderful
Board Members who volunteer each year to welcome guests and help raise awareness of our HospiceCare programs and
services. You all truly make a diﬀerence in the lives of so many and we greatly appreciate the eﬀort! 

20 ANNUAL CTC DOUBLES TOURNAMENT
Tennis aces serve up fun!
TH

Special thanks to Shannon and Andy Elliot, the
Charleston Tennis Club staﬀ, their fabulous volunteers,
and hundreds of players for making this year’s annual
HospiceCare Tennis Tournament the best yet, raising
more than $42,000 to beneﬁt hospice patiets and their
families. Each February, these folks host a full weekend of
great tennis, food, fellowship and fun for the whole family,
celebrating the idea that life
is meant to be lived and
enjoyed to the fullest! The
event has raised more than
$500,000 over the past two
decades thanks to dozens
of great sponsors. For more
great photos from the event,
visit the CTC Facebook
page online! 
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8TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING & DANCE PARTY
Special thanks to
our major sponsors!
Roger & Betty Ramsey
Reserve Oil & Gas, Inc.
Mutual of America
CAMC
Terry Rusin, PSIMED
Dr. Byron Black, DDS
Johnstone & Gabhart
Saluja Law Offices
Dolan & Kalaskey, Ltd.
Rick & Teresa Miller

Chipping in to benefit
our hospice families
Fun is par for the course with Stonestreet & friends
Nearly 20 years ago, after hearing
touching stories from families who
had beneﬁtted from HospiceCare’s
services, Keith Stonestreet, owner
of the insurance brokerage ﬁrm
Stonestreet Associates, started a
golf outing and cocktail party with
a few of his friends. They put their
money together and raised $7,000 for
HospiceCare that ﬁrst year. Today,
that simple event has evolved into
something much bigger.
The 8th annual HospiceCare Golf
Outing & Dance Party will take place
on Friday, Sept. 14 at Edgewood
Country Club in Charleston. Each year
more than 100 golfers hit Edgewood’s
course near Sissonville, while more
than 200 people kick up their heels
at a dance party that evening at the
club in town. In its ﬁrst seven years,
this signature event has raised more
than $630,000 to beneﬁt patients and
families. The event’s goal is to raise
a total of $1 million by its 10th year in

time to help celebrate HospiceCare’s
40th anniversary in 2019-20.
“Hospice is probably the best
nonproﬁt organization in Charleston,”
Stonestreet said. “At the end of the
day, they help the people who can’t
help themselves, and they give
support during that tough period. I
don’t just know it’s a good function, I
believe in supporting it. I’m committed
to making something that gives back
to the community. There’s passion
out there. There are people who
are willing to go that extra mile. I’ve
never heard anyone say anything bad
about hospice. That’s a compliment
to them as an organization. I think the
community is very receptive of them
because of what they do.”
This year’s event was expected
to raise more than $100,000, thanks
in part to the addition of Bert Wolfe
Toyota as a main Golf Outing
Sponsor, along with BrickStreet
Insurance. 

Teeing it up!
Luther Lasure, Executive
Director of the Kanawha Valley
Builders Association (left), and Paul
Breedlove, Business Manager for
Charleston Building and Construction
Trades Council (right), stopped by our
Main Oﬃce this summer to drop oﬀ
a check for $8,500 from the KVBA’s
25th annual Labor-Management
Golf Scramble. HospiceCare is most
grateful for the local trade groups’
generous annual support. 
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PALLIATIVE CARE TEAM

We can help sooner than you think

From the moment of diagnosis, our palliative care professionals are there for you
By Jeﬀ Sikorovsky
Marketing Director
Palliative Care is a board-certiﬁed
medical specialty that seeks to improve
the quality of life for people at any
stage of a serious illness, even those
seeking curative treatments.
Many West Virginians and health
care providers have not heard of
palliative care, do not know how to
access it, or do not access it because
they don’t understand it, even though
it is touted as the new model for
managing serious illness.
HospiceCare’s PalliativeCare
Center provides one-on-one consults
and education for caregivers. A nurse
practitioner visits the family, reviews
medications, and talks with the
patient’s attending physician. Home
visits help families make adjustments
in care that reduce pain and anxiety,
and link them with community
resources that oﬀer further assistance.
Tanya Faulkner, Assistant Director
for Assessments & Palliative Care,
has been with HospiceCare 20 years
and has seen the beneﬁts of getting
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Tanya Faulkner

Miranda Broyles

people involved sooner.
“Folks with chronic and even
acute illnesses could beneﬁt from
palliative care services,” Faulkner
said. “A nurse practitioner follows

the patient’s case and can adjust
medications as needed, educate
the patient and family on the illness
and its progression, set and clarify
goals, discuss any necessary end-oflife issues if appropriate, and make
recommendations to their primary care
physician.”
HospiceCare’s palliative care
nurses work hand-in-hand with
our nurse practitioners to follow up
on medical changes and speciﬁc
populations, such as our patients with
congestive heart failure. Our social
workers help address psychosocial
needs of the patients and families,
communicate with Medicare/Medicaid
and other insurance carriers, and can
even help coordinate utility bills and
emergency food at times.
“Our goal is to help maintain
patients at home, reduce hospital
visits, provide support and education,
and help transition them to hospice if
and when needed,” Faulkner said.
Palliative Care Supervisor
Miranda Broyles, APRN-FNP,
came to HospiceCare this past year
Continued on next page

HOSPICE & PALLIATIVE CARE ADVOCACY

Taking action!
This past spring, HospiceCare’s
Volunteer Coordinator Melanie Allen
joined other representitives with the
National Hospice & Palliative Care
Organization on Capitol Hill to share
stories of hope from hospice patients
and their families with West Virginia
Congress members and their staﬀ.
Traveling to Washington, D.C. on
April 25th, their mission was to advocate for hospice bills currently before
the Senate and the House. The initiative was part of the national Hospice
Action Network’s annual “Advocacy
Intensive” to educate Congress about
hospice care as well as to gain support
for bills aﬀecting the hospice community, including the Rural Access to
Hospice Act, the Patient Choice and
Quality Care Act, the Safe Disposal
of Unused Medications Act and the
Palliative Care and Hospice Education
and Training Act.

Volunteer Director Melanie Allen met
with U.S. Sen. Shelley Moore Capito,
R-WV, to discuss legislation aﬀecting
all hospices nationwide.
“It was truly an honor to have had
the privilege to attend and meet with
our members of Congress to share our
own personal, local hospice stories
and advocate for more access to
hospice and palliative care services for
all,” Allen said. 

HospiceCare’s Medical Director Dr.
Amy Wirts, MD, (above right) stood
next to West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice
on March 28th when he signed state
House Bill 4035 into law to establish a
coalition to study Palliative Care in WV.
Advocates from AARP, the American
Cancer Society and the palliative care
community were present. The purpose
of the coalition is to improve quality and
delivery of patient centered and family
focused care in West Virginia.

Volunteer training sign-up!

Tune in to caring on TV!

Give the gift of yourself by helping our patients and their
families as a HospiceCare Volunteer. For more information
or to register for one of our free volunteer training courses,
please ask to speak with Volunteer
Director Melanie Allen or e-mail
her at mallen@hospicecarewv.org.
We look forward to having you be
part of our dedicated team of hospice
volunteers — the Heart of Hospice. 

Grab a cup of coﬀee or tea and settle in for some helpful
tips on how to improve care for your loved one
on Caregiver Coﬀee Break each month
on Suddenlink cable TV Channel 17,
or view past shows online anytime at
www.librarycommission.wv.gov.
Showtimes: 11 a.m., 5 p.m. & 11 p.m.
Wednesdays; 5 a.m. Thursdays; and
5 p.m. Saturdays. 

Continued from the previous page...
after serving 10 years as a cardiac registered nurse at
CAMC, four of which she was a lead nurse practitioner of
cardiothoracic surgery.
“Palliative care in West Virginia is imperative for
improving quality of life, clarifying goals and providing
unparalleled support for those in our communities suﬀering
from life limiting illnesses,” Broyles said. “With nearly two
million people in our great state, providing those in need
with access to palliative care has been the drive of our
program. Now providing palliative care in nine counties
— Kanawha, Jackson, Putnam, Lincoln, Boone, Fayette,
Greenbrier, Nicholas, and most recently Clay County — the

program is growing to meet the needs of our communities,”
Broyles said.
“Our goals at the PalliativeCare Center are focused on
improving quality of life for both the patient and the family,
ensuring that patients, families and caregivers understand
all aspects of the patient’s illness and guide them to
make informed, well-educated choices, and to address
physical, psychosocial, and spiritual symptoms that patients
experience.”
For more information about the PalliativeCare Center,
please call Tanya Faulkner or Miranda Broyles at (304)
941-1951 or email them at tfaulkner@hospicecarewv.org or
mbroyles@hospicecarewv.org. Or visit us online at www.
hospicecarewv.org/palliative-care/. 
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OUR COMMUNITY OF CARING

Dear friends, we could not do what we do without you!
The great thing about HospiceCare is that it serves people from all walks of life. Because of this, HospiceCare is
blessed with a large and varied community of support when it comes to fundraising and generating awareness. While
upwards of 90 percent of our funding comes from Medicare/Medicaid reimbursements, other insurance and fees,
HospiceCare couldn’t achieve its mission of serving all who qualify for care regardless of their ability to pay without the
overwhelming outpouring of support we recieve. We quite simply could not do what we do without you! It is with deep
and heartfelt thanks that we recognize all those who help us help others. Thank you to everyone involved in the annual
WV Auto Show VIP Gala, CTC Tennis Tournament, Lewisburg Choclate Chase 10K, Tidewater Dinner Gala,
Capitol City Biker Bash & Ride for Hospice, Smoke on the Water Chili Cook-oﬀ (which also celebrated 20 years
this summer!), On Angels Wings Memorial Ride, Stonestreet Golf Outing & Dance Party, Toast to Hospice Wine
Auction, and Love Light Tree Campaign, celebrating its 35th season this year! Let’s do it all again next year! 
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CAMP MEND-A-HEART

Fun in the summer sun helps spirits soar
Children grieving the loss of a loved one enjoyed
this year’s Camp Mend-A-Heart on Saturday, June 23rd
at Camp Hi Tor in Scott Depot, giving them a safe and
supportive environment to enjoy a little fun in the summer sun.
The free one-day summer day camp gave kids the
chance to run around and play games, get creative with
arts and crafts, cool oﬀ in the pool, make new friends, and
participate in some therapeutic activities to help them work
through their feelings. The traditional balloon launch at the
end of the day also let them send a message to their loved
ones in heaven.
Thanks to Colleen Lemasters for
bringing her canine buddy, Armada
the Therapy Dog, and several of his
fellow four-legged friends — Trek,
Deja, Indy, Shamrock, Sampson,
and “their people” — to show oﬀ their
agility and make some new friends. 
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IN MEMORIOUM

Warmth and Joy

Husband, family & friends remember
and celebrate life of a loving woman
One sunny Friday this summer, staﬀ and volunteers at
the Hubbard Hospice House West welcomed Jim Bupp
(above left), his family and friends to a special dedication
of the Children’s Play Room in honor of his late wife, June
Bupp, who passed at home in January of this year as a
HospiceCare patient. A new plaque on the wall reads:

Every room she entered was
filled with warmth and joy.
Everyone she met benefited
from having known her.
We hope that her spirit will
help bring joy to all the children
and families who visit.

Thanks to the generous gifts of family and friends, the
play room was outﬁtted with new furniture, toys and games,
as well as two new murals painted on the walls.
Born in Detroit, Mich., on April 29, 1926, June was
raised in Campbells Creek and graduated from DuPont
High School in 1942. She worked at the Home Finance
Company and later at the Kanawha County School Board.
She was a homemaker for many years while raising her
family. A 50-year member of Bible Center Church, she
sang in the choir for over 40 years. She was preceded in
death by brothers James and Jesse. 

Leaving a lasting legacy of love
This November will mark 10 years
of HospiceCare’s Main Oﬃce in its
new home at 1606 Kanawha Blvd.
W. on Charleston’s West Side. This
achievement wouldn’t have been
possible without the generous support
of the late Betty Schoenbaum, who
died July 31st at age 100.
Betty was instrumental in helping
HospiceCare secure the property for
our new home, which is the former
site of Charleston’s Parkette Drive-In
and Bowling Alley, which she and her
husband, Alex Schoenbaum, opened
on the site in 1947. The restaurant

8

eventually became the city’s ﬁrst Big
Boy’s franchise and then America’s
ﬁrst Shoney’s Restaurant in 1953.
Betty, who graciously attended our
press announcement in September
2007, said of HospiceCare: “One of
the ﬁnest organizations in the country
is going to be on this property. This
will improve the personality of the
West Side.”
Betty made a point of giving back to
the community by supporting several
capital projects around the city. We
are most grateful to be among those
agencies she held in high regard. 

Charleston Mayor Danny Jones, state
Sen. Brooks McCabe, the late Betty
Schoenbaum, Larry Robertson, and
former board President H. Dill Battle at our
press announcement in September 2007.

2017-2018 ANNUAL REPORT
Admissions by County
County
Boone
Braxton
Clay
Fayette
Greenbrier
Jackson
Kanawha
Lincoln
Mason
Monroe
Nicholas
Pocahontas
Putnam
Summers
Roane
Webster
Other
TOTAL

‘16
82
5
54
43
155
128
1,233
27
6
54
103
2
302
13
53
23
34
2,317

‘17
72
7
47
46
164
166
1,274
33
7
53
86
5
322
4
53
18
34
2,391

Annual Patient Admissions 2,482*

‘18*
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17
58
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14
335
10
87
15
41
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* - Projected
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To aﬃrm life by committing to enhance the lives
of the dying and their families by recognizing the dignity
and uniqueness of individuals and by responding
to the changing needs of our communities.
Kanawha Hospice Care, Inc. (dba, HospiceCare) operates
as a tax-exempt 501(c)( 3) non-profit organization.
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Contact Us

Serving Boone, Braxton, Clay, Fayette, Greenbrier, Jackson, Kanawha, Lincoln, Mason,
Monroe, Nicholas, Pocahontas, Putnam, Roane, Summers & Webster counties.
HospiceCare Main Office

1606 Kanawha Blvd., W.
Charleston, WV 25387-2536
(304) 768-8523 / (800) 560-8523
Fax: (304) 768-8627

Hubbard Hospice House

1001 Curtis Price Way
Charleston, WV 25311
(304) 926-2200 / (800) 560-8523
Fax: (304) 926-2238

Hubbard Hospice House West
4605 MacCorkle Ave., SW
S. Charleston, WV 25309
(304) 414-5170 /Fax: (304) 414-0890

Greenbrier Valley Office
& Peyton Hospice House

1265 Maplewood Avenue
Lewisburg, WV 24901
(304) 645-2700 / (800) 237-0842
Fax: (304) 645-3188
Please visit us online at:

www.hospicecarewv.org
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Celebrating 35 Years
of Love Light Tree
Our 35th annual Love Light Tree season is set to kick-off
Friday, Nov. 23rd and run through Thursday, Dec. 20th at the
Charleston Town Center Mall, Hubbard Hospice House, Peyton
Hospice House in Lewisburg, and our Boone County Office in
Madison. Community volunteers and staff will be on hand to
accept donations and help you fill out ornaments to place on a
tree in honor or memory of a loved one. The money raised helps
cover gaps in funding to better serve patients and their families
in need of hospice and palliative care services.
In 2016, the Love Light Tree campaign broke the $100,000 mark
for the first time ever, a record that was broken again in 2017! This
year our goal is to continue that record-breaking tradition and
exceed last year’s total to make our 35th year our best yet!
Please help us spread the word and share our message of
hope so that we can help people live life to the fullest, even at
their journey’s end. Start asking your friends, families, churches,
civic groups and colleagues to remember HospiceCare in their
annual giving over the holidays and at the end of the year. Social
media is also a great way to get involved and share the hope
with others by visiting us online at www.hospicecarewv.org or
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/hospicecarewv/.
We also would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone
at the Charleston Town Center Mall for being home to our Love
Light Trees for the past 35 years! Special thanks to the Mall’s
Marketing Director Lisa McCracken, Maintenance Supervisor
Charley Tillis, and their wonderful staff, as well as our friends
at United Bank in the Mall for their generous support and
assistance year after year!
Help us keep our Love Light Trees shining brightly again this
year! Together, we can make a difference in the lives of many. 

