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From the Executive Director:

‘No, . . . Thank You!’ for your continued support
by Larry E. Robertson
Executive Director

IN the friendly confines of the local

Kroger’s, the Town Center Mall, a
restaurant at Southridge or my home
church, I am often approached by
friends and even folks with whom I
am only slightly acquainted, who
want to “Thank Me!!” for the wonderful care that was
provided to someone through the HospiceCare program.
Although their Thank You is given to me directly, they are
really “Thanking Us” meaning the entire HospiceCare
team made up of clinicians, volunteers, administrators,
support staff and of course our Board of Directors.
I am always humbled at these moments to find the
right words to say, but usually my response is to suggest
to the individual that if they really want to say “Thank
You” that they should send a note to the caregivers, the
nurse, the nursing assistant, the case manager, the social
worker, the counselor, the physician, the folks that
provided the hands on care for their friend or loved one
and that I will pass along to the Board and the support
staff how much their dedication to provide quality end-oflife care is appreciated by the community.
These types of conversations are becoming ever so
more frequent as the HospiceCare Program continues to
expand. In our newsletter published in the Fall of 2004,
I wrote that “after 25 years of service to the community
we were seeing unprecedented growth in our program”
and that we were on track to provide hospice services to
almost 1,300 patients and their families during that year.
Little did we know that 2004 was just the beginning? In
2005, the number of patients served increased to 1,700

and we are on track in 2006 to provide care for more
than 1,900 West Virginians that live in our sixteen
county service area.
The program growth can be attributed to many
factors, one, of course, being the rapid aging of the West
Virginia population, another being our merger with the
Greenbrier Valley Hospice in the Fall of 2005. Also, we
have spent a lot of time educating the community on the
availability of HospiceCare services through a grass
roots campaign that includes a Speakers Bureau
approach where we take our dog and pony show on the
road to churches, civic groups, physician offices,
hospitals, nursing homes, assisted living facilities and
even one-on-one meetings with individuals that want to
or will agree to hear our story.
And of course, the best type of marketing that we
could ever ask for is that of word-of-mouth; families and
friends of HospiceCare patients that are willing to share
with others their stories of the many advantages of
seeking help from HospiceCare. These testimonies
provide us with opportunities to reach families that
might not hear about us through the normal advertising
and marketing channels.
On behalf of the HospicCare staff, volunteers and
Board of Directors, it is important for us to say “Thank
You!” to the many people in our community that support
us by giving their time or their financial support to the
HospiceCare mission. Without the generous support of
our local communities, none of this “unprecedented”
growth would be possible.
If you would like more information about
HospiceCare or any of its programs, or would like to
schedule a Speakers Bureau engagement, please call us
at (304) 768-8523.
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New Developments . . .
Tidewater Dinner Gala
The Tidewater Grill, located in the Charleston Town Center, hosted
its first annual Dinner Gala to benefit HospiceCare on April 18.
HospiceCare staff, volunteers and donors were invited to this special
evening to enjoy a fantastic dinner and silent auction. Restaurant
manager Terry Kreptz had contacted HospiceCare and asked if we
would be interested in creating this fundraiser. “I wanted to build an
annual event and support HospiceCare. We wanted to ‘give-back’ to
community and help an agency that is responsible for helping so many
patients and their families,” Terry said.
Tidewater closed the restaurant for the private event and over 100
guests enjoyed the carefully prepared dinner and the silent auction. Terry
and Head Chef Jack Neophytou created a menu that some called one of
the best meals ever served in Charleston. At $100 per person, with $60
going to HospiceCare, the event raised over $10,000. The wait-staff even
got into the spirit, donating nearly $1,000 in tips.
HospiceCare would like to thank general manager Tim Kirby,
Terry (pictured top left with HospiceCare Executive Director Larry
Robertson and Development Director Jim Wilkerson) and all of the
Tidewater Grill associates who made this a tremendous evening! A
second annual Dinner Gala is in the works for the spring of 2007.
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Aces serve up successful tennis tourney
These volunteers have really
gone the distance! HospiceCare
would like to thank Deb Copeland
and Don Lucci for all of their efforts
to make this year’s tennis tournament
“the best” ever!
The weekend tournament started
on a Friday afternoon in February.
Sponsors donated food and
volunteers brought dishes and deserts
each day. One player commented
that he looked forward to the
HospiceCare Tennis Tournament
because of how
well it is organized
and the food is
top-notch for tennis events.
This was the largest tournament
to date and The Charleston
Tennis Club was packed with
players, onlookers and guests.
Not only was it the largest in size,

it has raised the
largest amount of
money to date of all
the tournaments!
Thanks to Deb
and Don, along with
so many sponsors and
friends, HospiceCare
received over
$20,000. This
tournament, over the
last eight years, has
raised nearly
$130,000 to support
Deb Copeland and Don Lucci
HospiceCare and to
volley for service in a blistering
assist
our patients and
fundraising effort for HospiceCare.
their families. We
could not provide the care we do for our families
without this kind of generous support!
Also, a big thanks to Shari, Scott, George, M.K.,
and all of the fine people at The Charleston Tennis
Club for a job very well done!

From left: Charles Pikler, viola; Sergiy Komirenko, piano; Julia Zelter, horn; Taras Krysa, violin; and composer Egon Cohen.

Chamber music concert benefits HospiceCare
Featuring selections from Mozart, Brahms, Liszt and a
new work entitled, “Appalachian Winter,” by composer and
Charleston native Egon Cohen, the HospiceCare Chamber
Muisc Benefit Concert Feb. 19 at the Clay Center helped
raise more than $8,000 for hospice programs and services.
HospiceCare would like to thank Dr. Justin and Sara
Cohen for their tremendous support and enthusiasm in

promoting this concert, and making it so successful. We
would also like to express our appreciation to Rabbi Victor
Urecki and the high school students who attend B’nai
Jacob for all of their assistance and fundraising efforts.
Finally, we wish to thank Egon Cohen for bringing
such talent to our community and allowing us the
opportunity to enjoy such world-class musicians.
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Minister finds hospice
to be source of relief
and inspiration
by Jeff Sikorovsky
Development & Communications Assistant

WHILE tending to the spiritual needs
of his congregation at Church of the
Good Shepherd in Kanawha City
for more than 30 years, the
Rev. Esber Tweel witnessed the wonder, joy
and healing power of love, while providing
comfort to those experiencing the heartache,
sorrow and pain associated with death.
When Esber, 65, first faced his own lifethreatening illness about 8 years ago, he had many
spiritual tools at his disposal to combat his disease
while living life to the best of his ability. He also was
blessed to have the love and support of his family,
his congregation and, eventually, HospiceCare.

‘I was really worn out’
In 1998, Esber, then 57, was diagnosed with
polymyositis, a connective tissue disease that causes
inflammation of the muscles. It ultimately proves
fatal as the muscles one uses to breathe, eat and
perform other basic bodily functions atrophy and
become useless, placing a strain on the body that
6

The Rev. Esber Tweel enjoys the summer months
sitting with family and friends on his front porch.

causes organ systems to fail. While there’s no telling
how Esber contracted the disease, he feels his
extensive travels to the Middle East during the prior
year-and-a-half left him exhausted and wore out his
immune system.
Esber, a Huntington native of Lebanese descent
who was an ordained Episcopal priest, had spent a
lot of time teaching and traveling in war-torn Israel
and neighboring Arab nations, interviewing Jews,
Muslims, and Christians. He said he was physically
and emotionally exhausted, despite the wealth of
knowledge the experiences afforded him. “It was a
self-study,” he said.
Returning home from his travels, Esber remembers
feeling particularly worn out while moving his
daughter from Miami to Houston in the summer of
1998. “I just got a little bit tired,” he said about
carrying a box up a flight of steps.
Continued on the next page

For a man who exercised and biked regularly, was
highly skilled in a variety of the martial arts, and “who
never got sick,” it was very unusual for Esber to get
winded from a few stairs. “I was really worn out,” he said.
Over the next six years, with the help of his doctors,
Esber had varying degrees of success managing his disease.
But by 2004 it became necessary for him to retire from his
work at the church to focus on taking care of himself and to
spend more time with his family – three grown children, all
of whom were married, and four grandchildren.
By then, his family had transformed the downstairs den
at his house into a bedroom and installed a wheelchairaccessible bathroom with a shower for him because he
could not climb the stairs to the second floor. His family
also built a wheelchair ramp to the front door of his house
and members of his congregation chipped in to help him
buy a new van with a lift to keep him on the road.
With assistance from his wife, Carol Lynn, Esber was
able to manage his daily routine for a while, including
driving himself around town. But by April 2005 he could
no longer get from his bed to his wheelchair by himself, let
alone get to the bathroom on his own.
It was then that Carol Lynn, now 63, had to start
assisting Esber full time, even though she was still working
as a schoolteacher for visually impaired and blind children,
which she has done for the past 35 years. After a few
months, it had begun to take its toll on her. “It was wearing
her out physically and she was getting very upset that she
couldn’t take care of me and do what she needed to do for
herself,” Esber said.
It was at that time that “hospice became a source of
relief and inspiration for me,” he said.

‘Some day I’ll be back here’
Esber’s first trip to the Hubbard Hospice House was to
pay a visit to a sick parishioner and friend there who has
since passed away.
“I was still driving and doing my own thing,” he said. “I
felt such a spirit about the place. On my way out though, it hit
me: ‘Someday I’ll bee back here.’ It was sort of an intuition.”
Esber’s first of two stays at the Hubbard House came in
August of 2005, at the suggestion of one of his neighbors
and friends, Dr. Edward Eskew.
Carol Lynn was taking a trip to Daytona Beach with
their son and his family to stay at the family’s
condominium. Esber and Carol Lynn had made this trip
together every year for the past 24 years, but Esber’s
condition wouldn’t permit him to go this time. Carol Lynn,
however, needed the break before heading back to teaching

Esber’s wife, Carol Lynn, is grateful for the extra help
HospiceCare provides for her husband on a daily basis
at their home in Kanawha City.

in the fall. “It was getting to me by the end of last summer.
My back was getting to me,” she said.
Arrangements were made for Esber to stay at the
Hubbard House for the week based on his condition and
diagnosis. “That was a great relief, although you feel
guilty,” Carol Lynn said. “But I knew Esber was getting
good care and a lot of visitors and good food.”
“It’s a wonderful place of transition with the warmth and
care that the people there give you,” Esber said. “When I went
up there last August, it was almost like a retreat for me.”
Esber had nothing but praise for the nursing staff, the doctors
and his driver, James Thayer. “We had a great time talking
together,” Esber said.
While there, he also enjoyed visiting with other patients.
“I did go see one fella who has since passed away. I
enjoyed talking to some of them and their family members.
Most of them I knew. They’d come in and chat,” Esber
said. Mostly though, people came to visit Esber, which
warmed his spirit.
Continued on the next page
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“Until last summer, we had no idea that they offered
that service (at the Hubbard House),” Carol Lynn said of
Esber’s one-week stay. “We had no idea that they also
offered the service he has now, where they come in the
morning to visit.”

‘It’s a very healing presence’
Following his stay, a certified nursing assistant was
assigned to take care of Esber at home.
“Usually I’m
working, so I’m not
around in the
mornings,” Carol Lynn
said. “It was just
impossible to do
everything I needed to
do for myself and for
Esber and get to work.
It’s one less time a day
that I have to lift him.”
Cheryl Harper, a
HospiceCare CNA,
has been one of
Esber’s caregivers since last August. “I enjoy it. He’s
wonderful. I think the world of Esber.”
Some of her responsibilities include getting him up and
down from his bed and electric wheelchair, and transferring
him between the two, taking him to the bathroom and
helping him in the shower.
“She saves my butt,” Esber said in a playful manner.
“She’s kept this marriage together. If I didn’t have that service,
it would be pure hell when Carol Lynn had to go to work.”
Cheryl visits Esber each morning around 9 and stays for
an hour-and-a-half or two. Another CNA visits him on
Saturdays.
Esber enjoys the “familiarity” Cheryl provides, in that
she knows his routine and knows how to do what he needs
her to do. “It’s a very healing presence. What I don’t like is
disruptions and changes and training new people,” he said.
“Cheryl is really a heavenly gift to me. She said, ‘If
there’s anything you need me for, just call.’ That’s great to
know,” Esber said. “She has a great personality and a
warmth about her. She’s a very caring individual and I see
that with all the people who come here.
“My mental health is different by being taken care of,”
he said. “Instead of worrying about taking care of myself,
it gives me the opportunity to get my brain back in shape.”
This in turn helps Esber keep active doing what he
enjoys – helping others, which, in turn, feeds his soul. He

has recently helped perform weddings and baptisms for
family and friends.
Also, a cancer support group he helped start 14 years
ago at Church of the Good Shepherd now meets on
Mondays at his house. A dozen or so still attend regularly.
Ten members showed up the week of this interview. Esber
even was planning to go swimming in the afternoon after
his interview.
What Cheryl enjoys the most about taking care of Esber
is, “No matter how bad he feels, he always makes you
laugh. He never has a
downward attitude
about how he’s feeling.
There’s just something
about him that I love.
I’ve never seen him
angry about his
disease. Everyday I
learn something new
from him,” she said.
Judy Dunnett, RN,
Esber Tweel
HospiceCare’s CNA
Supervisor who
manages Esber’s care,
said he jokingly reminded her one time: “No matter what
my body does, I’m still in here.”

“No matter what
my body does, I’m
still in here.”
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‘It’s a blessing that frees you’
Esber also stayed at the Hubbard House this past Easter
following a relapse during which new medication made his
condition take a turn for the worse. “I thought I was dying,
but I knew I wasn’t. My body was dying but my mind
wasn’t,” he said.
Carol Lynn said the doctors had put him on a new
medicine that made him feel awful. “There were a few days
around Christmas when the whole family was in town that
he wouldn’t get out of bed and that’s not Esber, especially
when the grandchildren were around,” she said.
By Easter, his second trip to Hubbard House was out of
necessity. This time he kept mostly to himself trying to
focus on feeling better and getting his thoughts together.
“There’s always a dark night of the soul. As part of life,
you’re always dancing with death,” he said, contemplating
the thin line separating the two.
Esber said without hospice, people with his condition
used to die much quicker. “Could you imagine if this was
50 years ago how many people died without hospice?” he
asked. “You want to have that option. (Hospice) gives you
Continued on the next page

Esber truly enjoys spending time
with his family and friends. Here
he’s joined by Carol Lynn and his
granddaughter, Elizabeth Tweel,
while getting a kiss from his great
goddaughter, Zoey Rose
Sikorovsky, who is being held by
his goddaughter, Jessica Rodecker.
Esber recently enjoyed officiating
at Zoey Rose’s baptism.

the quality of life you need to steady
the mind to deal with a lot of the end of
life issues.
“There is a transitional moment
when you no longer have the desires of
the heart . . . when you offer yourself
up,” Esber said. “You’ve got to offer
your soul back to God. It’s a blessing
that frees you.”
He explained that doesn’t mean you
stop loving people around you or lose
the desire to do the things you once did
or want certain things in your life or for
those you love. Rather, feelings of
anxiety, emptiness, anguish,
disappointment and loss are lessened.

“There’s always the mystery of
death,” Esber said. “At this point, I get
to think about death even though I’ve
seen it before many times.”
He recalled one particularly
harrowing event that followed his
travels to the Middle East and his
daughter’s move.
In June 1998, a tornado hit the
Church of the Good Shepherd in the
middle of the afternoon. There were 60
children at the church for day care at
the time. Esber said he, the children and
staff all were in the front rooms
watching this storm come in and
bracing for the worst.

“One girl kept saying over and over
again, ‘We’re all gonna’ die! We’re all
gonna’ die!’ It was then that it hit me
— we could all die if I don’t do
something.”
Just as he and the rest of the staff
got all of the children safely into the
hallway, the tornado hit the church,
ripping off part of the roof and sending
a large tree crashing down into the
front rooms where they all had just
been. Had they not moved, many
children would have been injured or
possibly killed. “I pushed myself to do
what I did,” Esber said, adding that it
was really the first time he thought
about his own mortality and death.
While this event placed a further
strain on his body and psyche, which
may have contributed to the onset of his
disease, it also strengthened his resolve
to overcome whatever storms lie ahead.
Eight years later, Esber and Carol
Lynn face an uncertain future together,
but enjoy the present, taking life one
day at a time. For them, true joy comes
in living, not worrying about dying,
and being there for their grandchildren
and the rest of their family and friends.

For more inforamtion on HospiceCare’s
home-based services and programs
or the Hubbard Hospice House,
contact the Dunbar office at
(304) 768-8523 or (800) 560-8523.
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A growth path
Hubbard Hospice House spreads its wings
by Chris Zinn
Hubbard Hospice House Administrator
One year has now passed since the opening of the new
South Wing of the Hubbard Hospice House. As there were
more than 500 admissions in the past year, the addition of
12 more private
rooms has
effectively doubled
the number of
patients served.
The expansion
has had a
tremendous impact
on the community as
more patients and
families in need are
supported for pain
and symptom
management; respite
care; and short-term
residential hospice
care. The new wing
includes two
Ruby Copenhaver and family
pediatric suites for
the Kids Path program. This has been greatly appreciated
by the families who have needed this special support.
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The brick memorial pathway winds from the
South wing towards the Irene O’Neill Gazebo

The expansion has also improved the quality of services
provided in many different ways. A commercial kitchen was
added so that food could be prepared on site for patients and
families staying at the House.
This January, Terrie Rosenfeld was hired as the new
dietary manager and
she is preparing a
variety of delicious
foods that patients
and families enjoy.
Terrie always has
different homemade
soups and desserts
and many patients
begin eating better
after they are
admitted to the
House.
The Dickinson
Dining Room has
been a wonderful
addition and is now
in full use for
sit and rest in the “Cope Room.”
lunches and special
events. There have been several holiday teas there for
Continued on the next page

patients, families and visitors. This beautiful room is bright
and cheerful, with comfortable wicker furniture and an
outdoor patio overlooking the woods.
With the increased number of patients served, we have
been very blessed to receive twice as much community
support. This
includes donations
of time, talent and
resources. We also
have increased the
number of
volunteers who
support the
program in a
variety of ways,
including patient
care, hospitality
and gardening. Pet
therapy volunteers
bring dogs to
comfort and
entertain, while
music volunteers
visit to play and
sing and assist with
Chapel services.
Volunteer June Metcalf serves tea
Janet Morris,
in the Dickinson Dining Room.
an office volunteer,
is a member of the Moon and Stars Quilt guild and has
brought many new quilts that members
of the guild have been making to
decorate and support the new wing.
The Kanawha Valley Decorative
Artists also have made Memory
boxes for the children we serve.
We could not have had such a
successful year without the donors
who believed in our mission. One of
the leading benefactors, Ruby
Copenhaver, returned recently to
visit with her family. She first
Volunteer Janet
became involved in the Hospice
Morris stands
House in 2000 when she donated a
with a few quilts
room in the North Wing in memory
donated by the
of her husband, Billie. In 2005, she
Moon and Stars
named the new nursing station and
Quilt Guild.
the family seating alcoves in the
South Wing. As she toured, she
expressed a great pride in this house
she helped create and in the numbers
of people she is helping.

Terrie Rosenfeld and Tonya McGahan serve up
smiles in the South Kitchen.
The Hubbard Hospice House is something our
community can be very proud of. We hope many more
donors and members of the community will visit to see the
House and gardens. Tours for groups can be arranged by
calling (304) 926-2200. We would like to thank all the
individuals and the organizations that continue to support
this important program.
For more information on the Hubbard Hospice House,
call (304) 926-2200, or the Dunbar office at (304) 768-8523.
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Greenbrier merger expands options
Lewisburg office benfits from combined resources
by Jim Wilkerson
Development Director
The Greenbrier Valley Hospice and HospiceCare merger
continues to be a successful union, streamlining service to
the patients and families in the combined areas, as well as
expanding outreach in several counties.
“Prior to the merger, we were operating without a
management information service,” said Tracy Dransfield,
Regional Director of the Greenbrier Division. “The new
technology that has come along with the merger has
provided much needed improvements for our staff and
ultimately our patients. Now, all of our nurses have
laptops, which they use to dictate their notes and send to the
main server, which saves an enormous amount of time.”
Upgrading its own technology was cost-prohibitive for
Greenbrier Valley Hospice, which recognized that merging
with HospiceCare would make that technology available
while saving the company more than $300,000.
When the Greenbrier Valley Hospice Board of Directors
started collaborating with HospiceCare’s Executive Director
Larry Robertson and Development Director Jim Wilkerson on
plans to create its own palliative care facility is when the idea
of a merger began to take shape. “We had a great working
relationship and there was a great deal of respect between the
two agencies,” Dransfield said. While the Greenbrier Division
now has the added benefit of utilizing the Hubbard Hospice

House in Charleston for its patients, it is exploring the
possibility of contracting with a local partner to establish an
in-patient palliative care unit.
“The merger has truly helped in so many ways. We are
the same hospice with the same staff, and funds we generate
here stay in this area to help the families in this
community,” Dransfield commented. “Financially, our
organization is stronger and we are now able to explore
more marketing and development opportunities that will
greatly benefit our patients, families and our staff. We now
have more resources and there is a great value in being able
to pick up the phone and have contacts with a Human
Resources director, Information Technology director and
basically a very supportive staff – newfound friends!”

Boone staff gets set to enjoy new office space

The Boone County Office will soon occupy the former Heilig-Meyers Furniture store in Madison. Members of the staff
include, pictured from left, volunteer Velda Miller, Sallie Starkey, RN, Jack Schultz, LPN, Donna Farr, LPN, social
worker Beth Plantz, Executive Director Larry Robertson and Mary Akers, CNA.
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Give the gift of yourself . . . Volunteer!
Now is a perfect time to get involved with HospiceCare
by Jim Wilkerson
Development Director
The 400,000 volunteers at work in hospices throughout
the U.S. are an essential part of the hospice philosophy of
care, which recognizes that dying is not just a medical event
but a personal one as well.
These volunteers are important members of an
interdisciplinary team working to “de-institutionalize” the
dying experience and provide a more humane system of care
for the dying and their families. In fact, federal law requires
at least 5% of patient care hours be provided by volunteers.
For nearly 27 years, HospiceCare has collected a
terrific pool of talented volunteers and we continue to
recruit new ones as our needs continue to grow. Some
volunteers may have professional skills or specialized
expertise, but most are just people who want to help their
friends and neighbors and serve the community.
Contact your local hospice for more details on their
specific needs, but opportunities for volunteers can include:
 Support for patients. This can include visiting,
reading, taking walks, writing letters, bringing in music,
supervising visits with pets, even massage therapy for
volunteers with the necessary skills.
 Respite and support for family members. Volunteers
can assist with shopping or household maintenance, or give
family caregivers the chance to take care of necessary errands
and get some time away from the house.
 Bereavement support programs. Volunteers can
work closely with the hospice’s professional bereavement
staff. Duties can range from assisting as a support group
facilitator to serving refreshments and helping with mailings.
 Fundraising and administrative work. A volunteer
with clerical skills can serve a hospice by helping in the office
with simple administrative duties. Fundraising responsibilities
can range from preparing mailings or thank you letters to
organizing special events and contacting possible donors.
This past June, “Friends of Hospice” raised $1,000 selling

Main Office
1143 Dunbar Ave.
Dunbar, WV 25064
(304) 768-8523
(800) 560-8523
Fax: (304) 768-8627

Lewisburg Office
540 N. Jefferson St.
Box 7, Suite D
Lewisburg, WV 24901
(304) 645-2700
(800) 237-0842

Volunteer Barbara Ashley and Volunteer Coordinator
Jewell Morgan get set to sell water at the 8th annual
Smoke on the Water Chili Cook-off.

bottled water at the 8th Annual Smoke On The Water Chili
Cook-Off. They raised some much needed funds, represented
HospiceCare to the community and had fun as well!
To ensure that all volunteers are equipped for the
challenge of working with the dying, hospices require that
volunteers complete extensive orientation and training
sessions, as well as submit to a routine background check.
So far this year, we have hosted volunteer training at the
Dunbar office as well as in Jackson county. In those two
sessions, 29 new volunteers were informed on ways in
which they can help in the aforementioned areas. It’s
important that volunteers understand the history of hospice
and are aware of the specific ways their local hospices
works to serve the community.
The next Volunteer Training Class will be held in
October, 2006. For more information, please contact the
Volunteer Department at (304) 768-8523.

Summersville Office
1277 Broad St., Suite 3
Summersville, WV 26651
(304) 872-4731
(800) 523-0561
Fax: (304) 872-7432

Hubbard Hospice House
1001 Kennawa Drive
Charleston, WV 25311
(304) 926-2200
Boone Office
(304) 369-0183
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Above: one of the chili cooks beats the heat in a colorful sombrero; several contestants chow down in the red hot chili
pepper eating contest; and Mayor Danny Jones congratulates Laurin Staley, the winning red chili cook.

Smoke on the Water heats up the summer
by Jeff Sikorovsky
Development & Communications Assistant
The 8th annual Smoke on the
Water Chili Cook-off turned out
to be a big success this year
thanks to the hard work of dozens
of volunteers and HospiceCare
staff who helped welcome close
to 6,000 hungry visitors Saturday
June 17 to Haddad River Front
Park in Charleston –– not to
mention hundreds more the night
before for a free Live on the
Levee concert. While temperatures
soared into the 90s that week,
both fun-filled events kept
everyone’s spirits high.
HospiceCare raised $14,000
from this year’s festivities. At
Friday night’s concert featuring
the rhythm and blues group, The
Esquires, one lucky winner of the
50/50 raffle split a $1,000 pot with
HospiceCare. The next day at the
cook-off, volunteers sold $4,500
worth of chili sample tickets ––
that’s 13,500 chili samples for a
hot and hungry crowd.
In the months leading up to the sunny summer weekend
festival, dozens of volunteers sold almost $23,000 in raffle
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tickets for a 2006 Harley Davidson Heritage Softail
motorcycle. The Harley raffle was a first-of-its-kind event for
HospiceCare and, based on its
success, will likely be repeated next
year. The winning raffle ticket
belonged to South Charleston
resident David Whittington (see
page 4). The raffle cleared $9,000
overall after figuring in the cost of
the bike from Harley Davidson of
West Virginia, also in South
Charleston.
While the heat may have kept
many away from the cook-off, with
attendance figures down a bit from
last year, this was the most
financially successful cook-off yet
in the four years that HospiceCare
has been the designated charity.
Our thanks go out to Jim
Harlan, chairman of this year’s chili
cook-off committee, and the rest
of his crew for organizing such
a wonderful event that helped
promote HospiceCare in such a
fun-filled way. Here’s to continued
success in 2007!!
Nearly 6,000 hungry visitors braved the 90-plus degree heat
to enjoy the chili cook-off festivities June 17 along Kanawha
Boulevard at Haddad River Front Park in Charelston.

Chili committee
Members of the 8th annual
Smoke on the Water Chili Cook-off
Committee gather around for one
last group shot following the
festivities June 17. Pictured are,
from left: Tony Benedetto, Jim
Wilkerson, Susan Canfield
LeFew, Jill Harlan, Bill Bissett,
Darlene Carnochan, Sheila
Melton, Mike Carnochan, Chairman Jim Harlan, Marc Adams,
Buck Chestnut and Tim
Malcomb. Not pictured are: John
Auge, Jim LeFew, Shauna
Pearson, 2007 Chairwoman
Jennifer Piercy-Igo, and
Jeff Sikorovsky.

Harley Dude!
David Whittington of South Charleston poses with
the 2006 Harley Davidson Heritage Softail he won in
the first annual Harley raffle as part of this year’s
Smoke on the Water Chili Cook-off. Dozens of
volunteers sold $23,000 in raffle tickets in the months
leading up to the June event. HospiceCare would like
to thank Dennis and Debbie DiFillipo, owners of
Harely Davidson of West Virginia, for supplying the
motorcycle; everyone at Appalachian Power Park,
The Charleston Town Center, Capitol Market,
Quaker Steak & Lube, Sam’s Club,
Tri-State Racetrack & Gaming Center, and
T.J.’s Southwest Grille for letting us set up the bike
to sell raffle tickets; and to the City of Charleston and
Mayor Danny Jones, who drew the winning ticket.

UPCOMING EVENTS
 8th Annual Toast to Hospice Wine Auction,
will be at 6 p.m. Nov. 3 at the WV School of
Osteopathic Medicine Alumni Center in Lewisburg.
For more information call (304) 645-2700.
 Annual Memorial Service will be held from
3-5 p.m. Sunday Nov. 5 at the St. John XXIII
Pastoral Center, 100 Hodges Road, Charleston.
 Love Light Trees will be on display starting
Nov. 24 through Dec. 23 at the Charleston Town
Center in downtown Charleston.

 Volunteer Training Classes will be held
Tuesday and Thursday mornings and evenings,
Oct. 3-26 at the main office, 1143 Dunbar Ave.,
Dunbar. CEU’s available. Call (304) 768-8523.
 Grief Recovery Groups meet from 6-8 p.m. in
the Bereavement Department at the Dunbar office.
Call (304) 768-8523.
• Aug. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 and Sept. 5
• Sept. 19, 26 and Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24
• Nov. 14, 21, 28, and Dec. 5, 12, 19
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Kanawha Hospice Care, Inc.

1143 Dunbar Ave., Dunbar WV 25064
(304) 768-8523 / (800) 560-8523
www.hospicecarewv.org

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

We Treasure Your Support!
Thank you for helping us make
a difference in the lives of so many –
we could not do it with you!
Will you help us?
For your convenience , we have
enclosed a contribution envelope inside
this newsletter for your reply.
Again, thank you!
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