Hubbard House
in full bloom

From the Executive Director:

‘God’s people doing God’s work’
By Larry E. Robertson
Executive Director

W

HEN I joined the
HospiceCare team
in August of 1999, I
marked my calendar with the words
“A New Beginning”, not only to
indicate the start of a new career for
me, but to also denote an opportunity
to make HospiceCare a household name in central West
Virginia. Ten years later, I am happy to report that we
have accomplished that goal and a whole lot more.
It is impossible in this short one page article to list all
of the achievements accomplished during the past 10 years
by our Board of Directors, management team, staff and
the hundreds of volunteers who serve our program
faithfully throughout our 16 county service area. The
growth in our program has been phenomenal and the
support that we receive from the communities in which
we live and work has grown exponentially. With apologies
up front for possibly leaving out something or someone
who has helped HospiceCare become a household
name, the following is a recap of just how the program
has developed over the past ten years.
• The number of patients and families served annually
grew from 850 in 1999 to 2,125 in 2009.
• The number of patients that we take care of on a
daily basis has grown from 95 to 325 each and every day.
• Our revenue budget has grown from $3.2 million to
$17.5 million.
• Our fund raising and community support activities
now generate in excess of $1.5 million annually.
• Our staff has grown from 85 to 245 employees; the
number of volunteers from 95 to 325.
• We built West Virginia’s first inpatient hospice
facility, the 24-bed Hubbard Hospice House, blazing the
trail for five similar facilities throughout the state.
• We merged the operations of the Greenbrier Valley
Hospice into our family increasing our service area from
10 to 16 counties in southern/central West Virginia.

• We built a new administrative office in Charleston,
moving our headquarters from Dunbar; a new satellite
office in Lewisburg, converting an old doctor’s office into
a first class office for the Greenbrier Valley staff; and we
opened new offices in Madison and Summersville to give
us visibility in rural West Virginia.
• We created a special team to care for hospice
patients residing in nursing homes and assisted living
facilities.
• Our quality of service indicators continue to exceed the
national standards in all of the categories that are measured;
including the fact that 99+% of our patient families report
that they would recommend our services to others.
In August of 1999, I filled the Executive Director’s
position being vacated by Becky Bailey who was moving
to North Carolina. At Becky’s going away reception she
was quoted as having described Hospice as “God’s
people doing God’s work.” I agreed with her then and I
agree with her even more today. The heart and soul of our
organization is our staff and our volunteers. And I have
observed over these past ten years (and how quickly they
have gone by) that we have a very talented, caring,
compassionate group of people who are dedicated to
providing the best end-of-life care possible to our patients
and their families. This caring attitude is the one part of
our organization that hasn’t changed in ten years and for
that as a community we should be thankful and proud. 

Visit us online at: www.hospicecarewv.org
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4 New Developments
The 11th Annual HospiceCare Tennis Tournament and
4th Annual Tidewater Dinner Gala help raise more than
$36,000 to benefit HospiceCare patients and their families.
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8 A Fisherman’s Tale
James “Rene” Stewart found
peace and joy at home with
his family, in the company of
his many friends, and alone
with his trusty rod and reel
down by the riverside.

9 HospiceCare loses a ‘friend’
Attorney John A. Rollins, vice president of HospiceCare’s
Board of Directors, died unexpectedly this past July.
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Hubbard
House
gardens in
full bloom
As seen on the cover,
memorial gardens at
the Hubbard Hospice
House are a special way
to remember loved ones
and provide peace and
comfort to visitors.

Come help HospiceCare celebrate our 30th Anniversary
next month by paying us a visit at our new Main Office
building at 1606 Kanawha Blvd., West in Charleston.
Or schedule a tour of the Hubbard Hospice House, our
24-bedroom inpatient facility at 1001 Kennawa Drive in
Charleston. We’d love to talk to you in person about our
programs and services and how we can best help meet
your needs. Feel free to call us toll-free at (800) 560-8523.

Charting 30 years of Caring
Take a stroll down memory lane as our timeline highlights
HospiceCare’s growth and milestones from it’s founding
by a handful of volunters in 1979 to the agency it is today.

12 Welcome
Dr. Covelli!
HospiceCare’s new
Medical Director Dr.
Michael Covelli, a former
oncologic surgeon, now
feels right at home with for
hospice patients and staff.

14 Smoke on the Water
keeps on cookin’ up fun
The 11th Annual Smoke on the Water Chili Cook-off helps
raise nearly $8,000 to benefit HospiceCare programs.

15 Lewisburg Office enjoys
business after-hours event
A summer picnic and open house proves to be the perfect
way to show off HospiceCare’s new Lewisburg Office to
members of the Greenbrier Valley community.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS . . .

Tennis tourney serves up weekend of fun
Deb Copeland, Don Lucci, and Charleston Tennis Club staff aces at “fun-raising”
HospiceCare would like to thank Deb Copeland, Don Lucci, and the staff at the Charleston Tennis Club for making the 11th Annual
HospiceCare Tennis Tournament such a success. This year’s tournament, Jan. 3-Feb. 1, broke yet another record by raising more
than $26,000 to benefit programs and services at the Hubbard Hospice House. It is through such generous community support that we
are able to provide such special and compassionate care to our patients and their families. All would be lost without the hard work and
coordinating efforts of CTC pros Sherry Reed, MC Liberatore, Scott Barr, George Bsharah and staffer Kate Schulz. We owe them
and the CTC a debt of gratitude for their tireless work and devotion to the sport and HospiceCare. We’d also like to thank the 140
tennis players, dozens of food and tournament sponsors and countless spectators that helped make the weekend so much fun . 

Union Carbide retirees keep on giving
HospiceCare is pleased that long-time friend John Slaughter (seated) is
recovering steadily from a stroke he suffered last year. During a visit with
him and his wife, Jo, at their home in May, John demonstrated how well
he’s getting up and around with a smile on his face the whole time. For
more than 10 years as a member of the Union Carbide Retiree Corp.,
John has helped secure a $1,000 annual gift for HospiceCare from the
Dow Chemical Foundation. His determination and spirit of giving are greatly
appreciated and we wish him continued improvement in the years ahead.
Pictured at left with John are fellow retirees Ed Ballard and George
Weissert, and HospiceCare Development Director Jim Wilkerson (center). 
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Our compliments to the chef, wait staff!
4th Annual Tidewater Dinner Gala draws record crowd for benefit
They did it again! Another Tidewater-HospiceCare Dinner
Gala has come and gone and thanks to Tidewater’s General
Manager Dale Gouty (below right in purple), Chef Jack
Neophytou and the rest of the kitchen and wait staff, about

140 guests enjoyed a fantastic,
four-course gourmet
meal, fine spirits and an evening
of fellowship and fun.
As a result, HospiceCare benefited to the tune of more
than $10,000 thanks to ticket sales and a generous gift
of $1,500 in tips donated by the restaurant’s fine servers.
Everyone — guests and servers alike — enjoyed a festive
evening as familiarity and camaraderie have developed
among them over the past four years of the event. We’re
all looking forward to an even bigger and better 5th gala
next year. Hope to see you there! 

VIPs help rev up car show
HospiceCare Board Member Ruth Lemmon, above left, of
the WV Auto & Truck Dealers Association, helped raise
$5,600 for HospiceCare at this year’s VIP Gala Benefit for the
West Virginia MotorTrend Intl. Car Show. Others helping at
the guest check-in table at the gala were (l.-r./top-bottom):
“the dynamic duo” of board member Rich Bishoff and
Development Director Jim Wilkerson (seated in “the Bat
Mobile,” pictured with the “General Lee” Dodge Charger
from the TV show, “The Dukes of Hazzard”); Executive
Director Larry Robertson and board member Drema
Pierson; our newest board member Rick Wallace, and
Larry’s wife, Sheree Robertson, and Dave Chenoweth,
husband of board President Carol Hartley (not pictured).
Other VIPs helping at the guest check-in table were local
architect John Harris and his wife, Cathryn. 
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Timeline details agency’s growth

From humble beginnings, HospiceCare blossoms throughout state
•

Kanawha Hospice Care is established in 1979 by
volunteers interested in providing the community with
direct patient care for the terminally ill and educating
people to better understand death and dying.

•

The first Board of Directors secures charter and tax-exempt
status in October 1980. The first office opens that fall
at Covenant House on Quarrier Street in Charleston.
Here’s a quote from the
agency’s first newsletter,
Vol. 1, Issue 1, April 1981:
“Telephone Answering
Machine in Operation:
Thanks to a generous
donation, a telephone
answering machine is now
in operation at our office at Covenant House. You are now
able to call our number and not only receive information
regarding future meetings, but leave messages for us
as well. Someone will check the recorder for messages
and will get back to you as soon as possible.”

•

Training program for hospice volunteers begins in May 1981.

•

Kanawha Hospice Home Care Program starts providing
support services to patients and their families in November
1981. In the first full year of operation, seven families
receive benefit of hospice for their loved ones at home.
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•

Hospice offices move to CAMC Memorial in 1984, but
agency remains autonomous with its own board of
directors, as well as paid and volunteer staff.

•

In 1986, Kanawha Hospice Care more than triples the
number of volunteers from 50 to 157, receives first W.Va.
hospice license, and becomes Medicare certified.

• Due to growth, Kanawha Hospice Care
opens an office at 1321 Dunbar Ave. in
Dunbar in the spring of 1988 as a central
location to serve Kanawha and Putnam
counties. In 1990, the main office moves
down the street to 1143 Dunbar Ave.
•

In January 1993, agency extends service area to include
Boone, Clay, Fayette, Roane, and parts of Lincoln and Mason
counties. Nicholas County is added in September 1994.

•

In June 1995, Jackson County Community Hospice
merges with Kanawha Hospice Care.
• After serving in volunteer and part-time
capacities since 1981, Dr. Sue Warren
becomes Kanawha Hospice Care’s first
full-time Medical Director in 1998.
Continued on the next page

•

November 2000, Kanawha Hospice Care becomes
known as HospiceCare to
represent larger service area.
The new logo is designed.
• After launching a capital
campaign in 1997, HospiceCare
breaks ground on the first
inpatient hospice facility in
W.Va. in April 2000 after
receiving a generous naming
gift from the estate of
Elizabeth Hubbard.

•

HospiceCare acquires the
Kanawha Senior Enrichment
Center’s adult daycare program
in Kanawha City in October
2008 to serve clients and their
families dealing with Alzheimer’s
Disease, dementia and other
age-related illnesses.

•

HospiceCare’s Main Office
moves to its new building at
1606 Kanawha Blvd. W. at
the end of October 2008. The
Board of Directors, management
team, staff and community
partners enjoy a ribbon
cutting ceremony during the
formal opening of the new building on Nov. 6, 2008.

•

The Hubbard Hospice House,
a 12-bedroom facility, opens
in April 2001 in the Washington
Heights area of Charleston.
It expands to a 24-bedroom
facility with the addition of a
second wing in August 2005
to meet the growing need for hospice across the state.

•

In October 2005, HospiceCare merged with Greenbrier
Valley Hospice in Lewisburg, adding six more counties
— Braxton, Greenbrier, Monroe, Pocahontas, Summers
and Webster — for 16 total, with regional offices in
Lewisburg and Summersville.

•

On Dec. 1, 2008, HospiceCare’s Lewisburg Office moves
from its N. Jefferson Street building into a newly renovated
and expanded building at 223 Maplewood Avenue, improving
its visibility in the community with its location across the
street from the Greenbrier Valley Medical Center.

•

In September 2007,
HospiceCare announces plans
to build its new Main Office
building on Charleston’s West
Side near Patrick Street.

•

End of the year figures show that HospiceCare served
1,826 new patients, with an average daily census of 314
patients in 2008.

•

After 30 years of growth, HospiceCare today consists
of nearly 250 employees, working out of six buildings in
16 counties across central W.Va. In the first six months
of 2009, HospiceCare admitted 938 new patients.
HospiceCare staff, patients and their families benefit
from the much-appreciated time, energy and support
of nearly 300 regular volunteers, 15 volunteer board
members, as well as dozens of other individuals and
community partner organizations who help out with
special events and fundraising activities. 

•

HospiceCare’s Board of Directors,
management team, staff
and community partners join
together on April 17, 2008 to
break ground at the site of
the new Main Office building
on Kanawha Boulevard, West.
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A FISHERMAN’S TALE

Hospice nurses Kim Robertson, Lynese Danford and Michelle Lacy enjoyed an impromptu picnic with James “Rene” Stewart.

Remembering the one that got away
Patient’s people skills matched only by his skill with rod and reel
by Jeff Sikorovsky

and her brothers — Gaylord and Jeff
from San Diego, and Barry of Charleston
— wanted to be with Rene in his final
VERYBODY knows Rene,” said
days. He had been a hospice patient due
James Rene Stewart’s sister,
to colon cancer since October 2006. He
Josefina (“Joe”). “He’s the kind of
died the morning of March 30 at peace
person that you can’t walk 10 feet anywhere,
and surrounded by his loving family.
like at the mall, without people stopping to
Before becoming a hospice patient,
say hello because they know him. Everyone
Rene worked 12 years as a waiter at the
always asks, ‘Aren’t you Rene’s sister?’”
Tidewater Grill in the Charleston Town
For a family reunion, Joe joked that
Center Mall, which is where he met so many
instead of nametags, the family should have
of his friends who knew him around town.
t-shirts made up saying things like, “Yes, I’m
As a treat one day in March, three
Nurse
Kim
Robertson
and
Rene’s
Rene’s Cousin!” or “Yes, I’m Rene’s Sister!”
HospiceCare nurses who had the pleasure
wife, Becky, shared in the fun.
“He’s a true people person who likes
of working as Rene’s case managers
everyone regardless of their lot in life,” Joe said while
surprised him with a little Tidewater picnic at his home.
visiting her brother in March at his St. Albans home. She
Continued on the next page
Development & Communications Associate
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Kim Robertson, Lynese Danford and Michelle Lacy
feasted with Rene and his wife, Becky, on the restaurant’s
trademark Jamaican jerk shrimp, Greek salad and those
amazing dinner rolls, along with several entrees.
Tidewater, a popular local seafood restaurant that is
always hopping, was a perfect fit for Rene, his sister said.
“On the one hand, he was very sociable and liked to go
out to the clubs and enjoyed working and meeting people
at the restaurant,” Joe said. “But on the other hand, he
loved to fish and hunt, and loved life on the river. Sometimes he would go fishing on the levy on his lunch hour.”
Kim said that Rene loved to fish so much that when she
was his case manager last summer she had to schedule her
visits to see him around his fishing trips. “He was one of a
kind, that’s for sure,” she said.
The fishing bug bit him early as a child, when he and his
brothers would explore local creeks and streams with their
bamboo poles around Charleston’s North Side. “The best
fishing stories involved Rene running across snakes,”
Gaylord said, remembering one day on Sugar Creek along
Route 21 near Chandler Elementary School.
“The creek was very much like a jungle those days,
with Orchard Manor up on the hill. There was a very little
path among the high reeds that only appealed to the best
and most intense fisher,” Gaylord said.
“Well, Rene was about eight and Barry, who was much
younger, had their bamboo poles with them and were up
the path in the reeds when all of the sudden I heard a

panicky scream – ‘Gaylord! Gaylord! Snake! Snake!’
The next thing you hear is the sound of someone running
through the reeds very fast. It was Rene,” Gaylord said.
“‘What happened?’ I asked. He said, ‘Something
plopped in the water next to me and it was a big snake
with a rat in its mouth!’ I told him, ‘If it had a rat in its
mouth, it probably wasn’t going to bite you.’ The funny
thing is that he left poor little Barry back there all by
himself.”
Joe remembered another time Rene claimed to have
snagged the legendary “Moby Pickle” on his line on
Kanawha Two-Mile Creek. The big, ol’ catfish –– that one
Army Corps of Engineers diver is rumored to have seen
and said was 12 feet long –– had “large green scales,
which made it look like a big pickle,” she said.
“Rene claimed that he hooked Moby Pickle and after a
struggle had pulled him to the surface and saw his back,
but the fish was so big that it broke his bamboo pole.”
Joe asked Rene once, “Why do you like to fish so
much?” and was taken aback by his answer. “‘Because the
river is peaceful,’ he said.”
One photo Joe cherishes of Rene as a child shows him
with his bamboo fishing pole. It is one of many she wants
to include in a book of family photos she is compiling
called, “Recollections of a Childhood.”
She said the caption under Rene’s picture would read:
“A real fisherman finds his peace on the river’s edge.”
May he find himself there always. 

IN MEMORIUM

HospiceCare loses a ‘friend’
John A. Rollins, vice president of HospiceCare’s Board of Directors, unexpectedly died
Sunday, July 19, at the age of 56. “John served HospiceCare faithfully for three years,”
Executive Director Larry Robertson said. “In his role as board vice president he was
next in line to become board president in 2010. “He was a member of the finance and
audit committees and very rarely ever missed a meeting. He was a great resource and
his legal insight into not-for-profit organizations was second to none. During meetings he
was pretty much all business; but afterwards he was always quick to tell a joke or a funny
story about his family. His wit and charming personality will be sorely missed by those of
us whom called him a ‘friend’.” John, a senior partner at the Charleston law firm Lewis
Glasser Casey & Rollins, was the son of former state House of Delegates Majority Leader
Walter “Lefty” Rollins and Martha “Marty” Lacock Rollins. He graduated from West
Virginia University in 1975, where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and earned his
law degree from WVU’s College of Law, where he was associate editor of the law review.
Friends said John was “incredibly proud” of the women in his life: Frances McCoy Rollins,
his wife of more than two decades who is also a lawyer; and their two daughters, Mary
Katharine and Elizabeth Hampton. John’s passions extended beyond the practice of law
and included an enthusiasm for gadgets, cars and technology, they said. An Eagle Scout
with a great sense of adventure, John planned trips, such as a recent trip to Alaska and a
cross-country trek with his daughters, with panache and style, they said. 
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HUBBARD HOUSE HAPPENINGS

The front south garden was planted in memory of Dan and Izzie Baird and features hundreds of flowers, plants and rose bushes.
It was designed by Valley Gardens and installed by volunteers in Septmeber 2007 as a United Way Day of Caring project.

Memorial gifts spring into bloom
By Mary Kathren Robinson
Hubbard House Administrator

T

HE Hubbard Hospice House
is in full summer bloom! We
owe a debt of gratitude to all
those in the community who have
contributed trees, gardens, swings,
patios, pond, artwork, bird houses
and feeders, as well as the many
chairs, benches and a gazebo that
help make this a peaceful and serene
place for patients and their families.
Our large garden to the south of
the front door has really blossomed
this summer after volunteers installed
it as a United Way Day of Caring
project in September 2007. It features three new trees
and more than 100 new plants and rose bushes donated in
memory of Dan and Izzie Baird. A memorial stone marker
10

reads (at left): “Dan loved his roses.
Izzie loved flowers.” The rose bushes,
plants, trees and mulch were all
purchased from Valley Gardens in
Charleston, which helped design and
prepare the plot for the garden. A
special thanks also goes to Board
President Carol Hartley for donating her time and energy to weed and
help maintain the garden.
In the north garden in front of the
house are three large, ever-in-bloom
daffodil sculptures donated by the
DiTrapano family in memory of
Thomas Halloran. Other art on
the property includes the five large
stained glass panels created by the
late Elizabeth Grafton, an artist from Fayetteville. She
had designed the windows to be used in the chapel at
Continued on the next page

Thomas Memorial Hospital, but Thomas then donated
them to the Hubbard House. They were erected in back
of the house to capture the setting sun.
Throughout the winding walkways of our back yard,
several smaller gardens are also in bloom. We have
Isabel’s Garden, donated in memory of Isabel Swoop.
Her husband, Bob, also designed and created its fountain
and pond. There is also an evergreen garden donated by
the family of John Jordan, and Elizabeth’s Garden, in
memory of Elizabeth Sims, that has many big, red hibiscus flowers in bloom, complemented by yellow blackeyed Susans. In honor of her parents, Diana Kirk
donated the garden seen from the kitchen window in the
north wing.
Adding extra beauty and comfort, a pergola was
donated in memory of Kathy Woody and a gazebo
donated in memory of Irene O’Neill. There is also the
Dorothy F. Melton Memorial Walkway along which
families can purchase bricks in memory or honor of a
loved one as a donation to HospiceCare.

One of the latest additions to the Hubbard Hospice
House is a cozy little bluebird house, built and donated
by Dr. Loren Smith. He provided us with information
on the bluebirds and met with volunteer John Baldwin,
who faithfully takes care of all of our bird feeders.
In the front parking lot, there is also a small flower
garden with benches that was donated by Charles
“Jack” Gillespie, Linda K. Schneider, and Susan Lee
Weigly in memory of Elizabeth “Libby” W. Gillespie.
The family of Bobby F. Bumgarner , who died at the
house, also arranged to have our flag pole installed by the
main sign, which is beautifully accented with daffodils.

D
For more information on how you can contribute to
the maintenance and upkeep of our gardens or plan a
memorial garden of your own, please call Mary Kathren
Robinson at the Hubbard House, (304) 926-2200.
Also, please feel free to call and schedule an
individual or group tour of our house and grounds.
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WELCOME, DR. COVELLI!

‘I’m just
glad to be
a part of it’
Former surgeon
feels right at home
with patients, staff
by Jeff Sikorovsky
Development & Communications Asst.

H

ospiceCare is pleased to
welcome our newest staff
member, Dr. Michael Covelli,
who took over for Dr. Sue Warren as
our Chief Medical Director in February.
On his first day of work at the Main
Office in Charleston, he was promptly
whisked away by Dr. Warren to make
rounds at the Hubbard Hospice House.
Dr. Covelli came to us from
Integrated Health Care Providers, Inc.,
a subsidiary of Charleston Area Medical
Center, where he worked as a surgical
oncologist. The Youngstown, Ohio,
native received his B.S. in Chemistry
from Youngstown State University and
his medical degree from the WVU
School of Medicine in 1993. He then
performed a two-year fellowship in
surgical oncology at the University of
Pittsburgh Medical Center.
Dr. Covelli and his wife of 19
years, Barbie, have two children. Their
daughter, Gianna, 14, and son, Jordan,
11, attend Charleston Catholic, and
the family attends church at Sacred
Heart Co-Cathedral. Dr. Covelli
coaches his son’s basketball and
baseball teams and assists with his
daughter’s cross country running
12

HospiceCare’s new Cheif Medical Director Dr. Michael A. Covelli moved his prized
WVU caboose into his office the afternoon before he started work. “A patient of
mine made this for me. He’s very well-known for making these. It is a big honor to
get this from this guy,” Dr. Covelli said.

program. He also used to enjoy golf
and tennis before hurting his back last
summer. That injury, coincidentally,
led him to HospiceCare.
Referring to his back injury, he
said, “It’s been life-changing. I have
not been able to stand for long
periods of time to perform surgery as
an oncologist.” His goal, however,
was to continue to provide patients
with a high quality of life. He saw the
medical director position at HospiceCare as away to do just that.
“Quality of life is just crucial to me,
whether it was in my former career or
now. Coming to work for HospiceCare
allows me to continue to serve
patients and help maintain a very high
quality of life for them,” he said.
“A very pleasant surprise for me was
that people were so positive about me

coming to work HospiceCare. The
community perception of hospice is
really high. I was impressed and awed
by the community reputation you all
have here. It made me more excited
to be part of this.”
Talking with him in August after his
first six months on the job, Dr. Covelli
said, “The greatest thing for me is
getting to go on patient visits to their
homes. That was something I had no
concept of and I’m completely enamored of it. They appreciate that I come
to visit, but I am happy to come, too.
This allows that personal contact.”
He also has enjoyed reconnecting
with past patients, which he said “is
very, very special to me.”
Comparing the work his does
now with that of his surgical practice,
Continued on next page

Dr. Covelli said the slower pace “has helped me physically.”
He also enjoys the added flexibility that has been a big
benefit to his family life.
At HospiceCare, Dr. Covelli is in charge of overseeing
all the outpatient clients 260-280, whereas before he was
overseeing 1,000s of his own, with 50 patient office visits
and 20 surgeries a week.
“HospiceCare gives me more day-to-day interaction
with patients, which I enjoy. I manage a lot more symptoms for the patients’ primary care physicians. It makes
hospice more accessible to the patient if the family doctor
doesn’t want to manage due to lack of ability, experience
or time. We have a good system here that allows us to
help patients as their needs arise. It doesn’t upset our
routine as it would other doctors’. It works well for us.”
With his recent experience working in area hospitals,
Dr. Covelli has been able to help further HospiceCare’s
goal of developing a more coordinated inpatient process
with the hospitals. “We would like to see more connectedness, as would the hospitals. With the current healthcare
redesign, this will fit together nicely,” he said.
While he said some physicians and patients aren’t
comfortable with hospice, he added, “I’ve found patients
want it more than not. When they learn about it, they love us.”
Even as a doctor, he said, “I had little working knowledge of hospice and what it provided. I worked with
hospice as an oncologic surgeon, but didn’t realize how
much they did for the patient and the family. That’s what
really amazed me, how much more they helped the family
even after the patient died — the level, the depth.”

‘It’s like medicine the way I used
to imagine it, but I didn’t think
it existed anymore. It’s better!’
— Dr. Michael Covelli
Working with the HospiceCare staff also has been
rewarding for Dr. Covelli. “It has helped with the transition. I get up and come to work everyday with people
who love what they do. That part makes it wonderful. I
also enjoy going to the Hubbard House. I don’t get to go
as much as I’d like, but Dr. Taylor and Dr. Wirts have that
covered very well.”
He is also impressed with HospiceCare’s interdisciplinary
team approach and enjoys listening to the teams talk at
IDT meetings (pictured above).
“It’s like medicine the way I used to imagine it, but I
didn’t think it existed anymore. It’s better,” he said. “I was so
discouraged the way it was going in the field of healthcare.
Now you can still care for the patient and their family.”
He added, “I am honored to be in this position I see
the great things HospiceCare does for this community and
I’m just glad to be part of it.” 
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Contact Us
Serving: Boone, Braxton, Clay, Fayette, Greenbrier, Jackson, Kanawha, Lincoln, Mason,
Monroe, Nicholas, Pocahontas, Putnam, Roane, Summers and Webster counties

Main Office

Lewisburg Office

Summersville Office

1606 Kanawha Blvd., W.
Charleston, WV 25312-2536
(304) 768-8523 / (800) 560-8523
Fax: (304) 768-8627

223 Maplewood Avenue
Lewisburg, WV 24901
(304) 645-2700 / (800) 237-0842
Fax: (304) 645-3188

1129 Broad St., Suite 300
Summersville, WV 26651
(304) 872-7431 / (800) 523-0561
Fax: (304) 872-7432

Hubbard Hospice House

Boone County Office

Adult Daycare Center

1001 Kennawa Drive
Charleston, WV 25311
(304) 926-2200 /Fax, (304) 926-2238

467 Main Street
Madison, WV 25130
(304) 369-0183 / Fax: (304) 369-5842

4715 MacCorkle Blvd., S.E.
Charleston, WV 25304
(304) 925-2770

Or visit us online at: www.hospicecarewv.org
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SMOKE ON THE WATER

Chili cook-off bubbles over with fun on the Boulevard
Thousands of visitors enjoyed sampling chili made by a record 70-plus cooks at the 11th Annual Smoke on the Water Chili Cook-off
on Saturday June 20th on Kanawha Boulevard at Haddad Riverfront Park in Charleston. The event raised nearly $8,000 to benefit
HospiceCare programs and services. Thanks go out to Chairwoman Jennifer Igo and her fellow members of the Smoke on the Water
Chili Cook-off Committee as well as the more than 70 HospiceCare staff volunteers who helped make the day a huge success. 

Grief Recovery Support Groups

UPCOMING EVENTS

Regular groups, 6-8 p.m. Tuesdays (Call to register)
• Aug. 4, 11, 18, & 25
• Holiday Group, Nov. 10,
• Sept. 8, 15, 22, & 29
17, 24, Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
• Oct. 6, 13, 20, & 27
• Jan. 5, 12, 19 & 26

26th Annual Love Light Tree Display
Nov. 27-Dec. 23 at the Charleston Town Center Mall, Boone
Memorial Hospital in Madison, and the Greenbrier Medical
Center in Lewisburg. Please consider making a donation in
honor or memory of a loved one served by hospice.
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Volunteer Training Course
Morning and evening classes will be offered at 9-11:30 a.m.
and 6-8:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays in October, at the
Main Office, 1606 Kanawha Blvd. W., Charleston, WV.
The course is free, but a completed application and
background check are required. To register, please contact
Volunteer Director Jewell Cook or Volunteer Associate Libby
Gates at (304) 768-8523 or (800) 560-8523.

Check us out online for more up-to-date listings!
www.hospicecarewv.org

LEWISBURG OFFICE

Smiles in full bloom at summer open house

More than 100 people enjoyed beautiful weather for the Grand Opening of HospiceCare’s Lewisburg Office at
a Business After Hours event Thursday, June 25, at our new location on Route 219 South across the street from
the Greenbrier Valley Medical Center. The caterer, R.J.’s Total Package, served hamburgers, hot dogs, potato
salad, chips, baked beans, cookies, water, and lemonade (served at an old fashioned lemonade stand!). Dr.
Rachel Johnson, D.O., a family practitioner at the Robert C. Byrd Clinic in Lewisburg, provided the music by
playing “old tunes” and Irish folk songs on her fiddle (top, second from right), along with the local gospel group
“Forgiven,” (top, right corner) made up of Tina Hedrick, Lorena Judy, and Nila Lytle. 

Grace Riders ride again!
About three dozen motorcyclists wound
their way from Chief Logan State Park in
Logan County up to the Hubbard Hospice
House Saturday, July 11th, in honor of
Darlene David, a hospice patient who died
at the house in January 2008. This was the
second such ride organized by Darlene’s
husband, Timmy David, and thanks to a
break in the weather many more riders
made the trip this year, raising $1,400 to
benefit the Hubbard House. 
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Carol J. Hartley, President
John A. Rollins, Vice President*
Jesse W. Samples, Treasurer
Drema Pierson, Secretary
Richard D. Bishoff
Richard D. Bradford
Pam Cain
Richard C. Donovan
Joy Kleeman
Miriam Knight
Ruth R. Lemmon
Robert E. Richardson
Sharon Rowe
Martha B. Stathers
David Wallace
Richard Wallace
(*-Deceased)
Cooler than normal temperatures
and heavy rains this past spring
brought the colorful gardens
and grounds into full bloom
around Hubbard Hospice House
for the benefit of all to see, smell
and enjoy during their visit.

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

1606 Kanawha Blvd., W.  Charleston, WV 25312
(304) 768-8523 / (800) 560-8523

www.hospicecarewv.org
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