We’re celebrating
35 Years of serving
W.Va. families
In 1979 a small group of volunteers came together in
Charleston to create the community’s first hospice
organization. With a small budget of $500, a handful of
volunteers provided end-of-life care to 7 patients that first
year setting the groundwork for what was to become West
Virginia’s largest and most successful hospice operation.
Fast forward to 2014, Kanawha Hospice Care, Inc.,
operating as HospiceCare, is now celebrating 35 years of
providing quality end-of-life services in 16 counties throughout
central southern West Virginia.
The number of volunteers has
grown to 300; the number of
patients to 2,300 and the
budget to $25 million annually.
And more importantly we have
a full time professional staff of
260 employees who carry on
the mission of those early
visionaries by showing
kindness, compassion and
commitment to our patients and their families.
Our HospiceCare team includes physicians, nurses,
nursing assistants, social workers, counselors, chaplains,
and the administrative staff whom collectively will admit
that working for HospiceCare is not a job but rather a
calling. Many of our clinical staff have been on board for
15 plus years and will tell you that there is no better place
to ply their trade than in the hospice environment. The
Registered Nurse’s ability to work as part of a team but
yet to retain the autonomy to work independently with their
patients is tremendously rewarding and fulfilling. And
speaking on behalf of the administrative staff that supports
those clinicians in the field, being a part of a team of
caring, compassionate individuals who appreciate the
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commitment to “our calling” makes it a pleasure to come to
work every day.
Our patients and their families also have a high opinion of
HospiceCare services. Our patients and family satisfaction
surveys that are completed and returned to us on a regular
basis continue to show that the care we provide is “excellent”
with routine comments like “I don’t know what we would have
done without hospice” being the norm. We compare our
standard survey results with those provided at the state and
national levels and for as long as
I can remember our numbers
have exceeded the state and
national averages every year
in the category of overall
appreciation of care provided.
These marks are earned every
day by the dedicated team of
employees and volunteers
who call HospiceCare their
mission not their job.
And thanks to the selfless hard work and generous
support of even more community volunteers –just like those
who first helped us early on – HospiceCare celebrated its
35th anniversary this summer as the charity of choice of the
Smoke on the Water Chili Cook Off and the Capitol City
Biker Bash, both held at Haddad Riverfront Park. We
capped off our birthday celebration in style with 1,200
HospiceCare faithful enjoying a magical evening with West
Virginia native Landau Eugene Murphy Jr., winner of the
America’s Got Talent TV show, and a few of his friends
from The Temptations, The Platters and The Drifters in
concert at the Clay Center in Charleston.
What will the next 35 years bring? With your support,
the possibilities are endless! 
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A Home Away
from Home
The newly built Peyton Hospice House
celebrates its opening with a festive
ribbon-cutting ceremony in Lewisburg.
4

Landau & Friends
Celebrate 35th

Couple’s Love
Transcends All

More than 1,200 guests enjoyed a
magical evening of Motown and other
classics at The Clay Center to mark
HospiceCare’s 35 years of service.

Sweethearts since 14,
Richard & Lois Jeanne Honaker
didn’t let Alzheimer’s Disease
keep them from celebrating
65 Years of marriage.
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Annual Report
HospiceCare keeps providing
quality care as admissions climb.
11

Mourning a
Mentor & Friend

Summer Fun at
Mend-A-Heart

HospiceCare has spent the past year
grieving the death of a pillar of our
organization. Moving forward has
been an emotional exercise in
balance, grace and humility.

Area children find creative ways to
make a contribution to HospiceCare.

Children grieving the loss of a loved
one enjoyed a day of some fun in
the sun as part of our Kids Path
program at Tri-County YMCA’s
Camp High-Tor in Scott Depot.
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Kids Stuff
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Celebrating 35 Years in Style
Landau Eugene Murphy Jr. & Friends in concert at The Clay Center
In honor of HospiceCare’s 35th Anniversary, West Virginia’s
own Landau Eugene Murphy Jr. came home to The Clay
Center to perform a fun-filled concert with special guests
Glenn Leonard, Joe Coleman and Joe Blunt, former lead
vocalists of The Temptations, The Platters and The Drifters.
In addition to performing a few favorites off his past
albums and new tracks from his upcoming third studio
release, Landau joined his friends on several of their
legendary Motown groups’ biggest R&B hits, entertaining a
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near-sold-out crowd of 1,200 concert-goers who were on
their feet dancing and singing along throughout the evening.
At one point during the show, Landau even jumped from the
stage to serenade his 97-year-old aunt who was celebrating
her birthday in the audience. The magical gala event also
featured a pre-show VIP meet-and-greet reception backstage
in The Walker Theater.
Since stealing the hearts of the nation on NBC-TV’s
“America’s Got Talent,” Landau has toured across the country

CTC folks ace
another tourney

Sending a special thanks
to our Marquee Sponsor,
BrickStreet Insurance,
and its President and
CEO Greg Burton, for
such generous support.

and abroad to sold-out audiences, all the while maintaining
his home and roots in his beloved Logan County and doing
whatever he can to help the people in his home state.
Presented by BrickStreet Insurance, the concert served
as the un-official kick-off for Charleston’s 10th Annual FestivALL
celebration of the arts and culture, and was wedged between
two other wonderful annual community events that benefit
HospiceCare – the 3rd Annual Capitol City Biker Bash and
the Sweet 16th Smoke on the Water Chili Cook-off. 

One might have forgiven Shannon & Andy Elliot, new
organizers of the annual HospiceCare Tennis Tournament,
if things hadn’t come off as smoothly this year as in
years past. They had just taken the reins from founders
Deb Copeland and Don Lucci, who had
helped raise nearly a half-million dollars
over the previous 15 years. But after
dozens of matches were played over
the weekend and the dust
settled just hours before
kickoff on Super Bowl
Sunday, everyone knew that
the Elliots, the tournament
committee and dedicated staff at
the Charleston Tennis Club had just
put on one of the best tournaments
to date and raised more than
$30,000 to benefit hospice patients
and families. Thanks to Sharri Reed,
Kathy Hudson, George Bsharah,
MC Liberatore, Scott Barr, Scott Zent
and the rest of the staff at the CTC for their
tireless efforts and devotion to the sport and
HospiceCare. Thanks also to nearly 200
players and even more spectators that
turned out to make it so much fun!!! Special
thanks as well to our tournament sponsors:
Graystone Consulting Charleston; Stephen
& Laura Wehrle; Kim & Rory Isaac;
Lonnie C. Simmons; James & Karen
Smith/Smith Fastener Co.; Highmark Blue Cross
Blue Shield WV; Steven & Sharon Rubin; Suttle &
Stalnaker, PLLC; Charleston Area Medical Center;
Arnett Foster Toothman, PLLC; United Bank Inc.;
Christi & Kelly Smith/Royal Chrysler Jeep Subaru;
City National Bank; Bone & Joint Surgeons, Inc.;
Leigh & Jane Shepherd; Ashlee Cooke/Cooke Pet
Crematorium; and Kyle & Kirsten Mork. 
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Peyton Hospice House
a home away
a home away
from home

Ribbon cutting on Lewisburg’s new inpatient facility realizes long-held
dream for patients and families in and around the Greenbrier Valley
By Jeff Sikorovsky
Marketing Director
The rain held off and sunshine
broke through the clouds to welcome
more than 150 esteemed guests to a
ribbon-cutting ceremony celebrating
the grand opening of the newly built
Peyton Hospice House Wednesday,
June 4, 2014 at HospiceCare’s
Lewisburg Office in Fairlea, WV.
HospiceCare’s new $2.8 million
“home away from home” for families in
and around the Greenbrier Valley is a
dream come true for the region thanks
to the generous gifts of many in the
area, especially the family of the late James Peyton of
Lewisburg, whose naming gift for the project helped put
shovels in the ground last fall after several years in the
planning stages. (Inset: Guests of honor at the ribboncutting ceremony included, Lisa Morin, Ruth Peyton,
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William Morin and Angus Peyton,
family of the late James Peyton for
whom the house is named.)
Other major supporters of the
project included: Charles and Nancy
Cales, on behalf of the Jane and
Charles Emfinger Estate; Jeanne
Hamilton and Miriam Knight; Mr. &
Mrs. Andrew Detch; Mr and Mrs.
Bud LaFollette; Theresa Thompson;
Ann & Jeff Jeffus; and Mary Cowan.
Special thanks as well to Mark &
Allyson Leibendorfer, proprietors of
the The Country Vintner of West
Virginia, for their years of support
through the annual Toast to Hospice
Wine Auction, which helped initiate fundraising efforts for
the project.
Administrator Tanyia Montie said the Peyton Hospice
House gives families the option of spending more quality time
with their loved one while reducing the stress of caring for

A dream come true!: (top, l.-r.) Peyton Hospice House Administrator Tanyia Monte; Miriam Knight and Jeanne Hamilton; Board Vice President
Judy Deegans, Public Relations Coordinator Missy Vanburen and Board Member Emeritus Sharon Rowe, Chris & David Zinn; Ruth Peyton;
(above, l.-r.) Lisa Morin & Ms. Peyton; Angus Peyton, Board President Rick Miller and Executive Director Larry Robertson; and the Lewisburg staff.

them at home if that is not possible. “In the home, some
families have constant worry about administering medications
and whether the care they’re providing is correct or adequate.
That uncertainty just wears them down,” she said.
Like HospiceCare’s other inpatient facilities, the Peyton
Hospice House offers short-term and respite care for patients
who require more intensive, skilled medical care than can be
provided in their home, or to help transition them to a more
stable caregiving environment. And within the first two months
of the Peyton Hospice House being open, the facility has
reached its capacity of 8 patients on a regular basis,
emphasizing its need and importance to the community.
HospiceCare would also like to thank Chris Zinn,
former administrator of the Hubbard Hospice House, Mark
Grigsby and Kenny Cooper of Pray Construction, John
Harris of Bastian & Harris Architects, and interior designer
Pam Brown, along with Tanyia Montie and her staff in
Lewisburg for coordinating the building project in such an
efficient, timely and professional manner. Our patients and
their families wil truly enjoy and benefit from the best care
possible thanks to these fine people. 

5

Their love
endures all...
HospiceCare helps couple
enjoy their 65th Anniversary
while managing Alzheimer’s
By Charlotte Ferrell Smith
Religion Reporter, Charleston Daily Mail

Lois Jeanne Honaker was having a good day.
“Today is wonderful,” she said as she rested on the
sofa with sunlight pouring through the windows. “I woke at 7,
put on shorts and had an appointment to get my hair done.”
Other days are cloudy. Sometimes she does not recognize
family or friends. “I have a disease,” she said. “I forget.”
Honaker has Alzheimer’s, a type of dementia that
causes problems with memory and behavior. Generally,
symptoms develop slowly and become worse over time
until daily tasks are difficult.
Her husband isn’t sure when symptoms began but the love
of his life now requires his constant care and attention. While
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Lois Jeanne and Richard Honaker relax at home with Benji, their
pet Pomeranian who was a surpise gift from Richard to Lois Jeanne.
— Photo courtesy of Robert Wojcieszek/Charleston Daily Mail

the circumstances may seem overwhelming, he doesn’t see it
that way. “I don’t see it as a challenge,” Richard Honaker said. “It
is a pleasure. It’s a reward to take care of her and to be married.”
Richard and Lois
Jeanne, both 88, were
just 14 when they began
dating while students at
South Charleston High
School. After he served a
stint in the U.S. Navy, they
were married in a ceremony
held at his mother’s home.
He took those wedding
vows seriously, including the part about “in sickness and in health.”
On July 14, they celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary with their children and grandchildren over a nice meal.
Richard notes that every day is a time to celebrate being
together and counting blessings. “Look at people who can’t
get up or feed themselves and have nobody to take care of
them,” he said. “I think we are very fortunate.”
A typical day for him begins at 5 a.m. when he has his
coffee and reads the morning paper. He wakes his wife
about 8 when he prepares her coffee and breakfast. He
administers any needed medication and tends to her
personal hygiene. Later, she takes an afternoon nap. He

prepares lunch and dinner as well as special desserts.
Richard enjoys cooking, a skill he acquired when he
was just a child. “When we were little kids, my mother was
afraid she would die before we grew up,” he said. “She
taught us to clean house and cook. I change recipes on
about everything I make to the way I like it. You have to like
cooking to do it or you don’t make out.”
He recently served guests homemade pecan pie with a
flaky crust and rich filling, one of his many specialties. On
another day when he made a special soup for his wife, she
took a sip and said, “This is just like my husband used to
make.” He said, “I am your husband.” She said, “Oh no. My
husband had dark, curly hair. You are an old man.”
While those times can be sad, he chooses to focus on
the positive and the joy of still being together. “It’s easier to
be happy than sad,” he said. “If I went around gloomy, how
could I help her? Anybody could be a sad sack.”
Aside from caring for his wife and tending to all household
chores, he also takes care of any maintenance and looks
for additional ways to add joy to her life.
The most difficult part of his situation is being mostly
confined to the house. On a good day, his wife has outings.
For example, she recently went with their daughter to
eat out and get her ears pierced, something she had never
done in her 88 years. However, she loves jewelry and
showed an interest in pierced earrings that day.
Richard is grateful for assistance from family and
HospiceCare staff and volunteers. Volunteer Therese Cox
helps for a few hours on Thursdays. There are also regular
visits from nurse Jill Vigliotti, social worker Jennifer
Kirsch and certified nursing assistant Cheryl Harper. They
have the highest praise for the way he takes care of his
wife. “She is in excellent shape because of the care he
gives her,” Vigliotti said.
“I couldn’t do anything without Hospice,” Richard said.
“They make our day.”
Hospice workers were impressed when he recently added
an additional responsibility to his long list. His wife, who once
had a poodle, missed having a dog. She occasionally goes to
Hubbard Hospice House for a few days for respite care.
During one of her stays there, he bought her a Pomeranian
puppy as a surprise for when she returned home. Sevenmonth-old Benjy is a black and white furry ball of energy.
He said they have enjoyed their lives together from work to
play. She is a former bookkeeper and school nurse. He has
worked as a welder, heavy equipment operator and maintenance
supervisor at FMC. They have shared many joys from
vacations to buying the home they have lived in for 50 years
and raising a family. Their son, Brett Honaker, lives in Kentucky,
while daughter, Robin Carr, lives nearby. They also have two
granddaughters, one grandson and one great-grandson.
He said caring and sharing are the ingredients for a
happy marriage. “You just look after each other. Nothing is
hers. Nothing is mine. It’s ours.” He said it’s also important
to count your blessings. “They’re all around.” 

Hubbard House West
gives families time
to enjoy life together
Thelma & Joe Anderson of Cross Lanes were
married Sept. 4, 1948 at Roxalana Methodist Church in
Dunbar. Last fall, the couple
celebrated their 65th wedding
anniversary by renewing their
vows with the Rev. Gary Nelson
of Cross Lanes United Methodist
at Hubbard Hospice House West,
where Thelma was a patient.
Thelma died two months later at
the House at the age of 84, but
not without the chance to have
shared this joyous occasion with
her family and friends in comfort,
with peace and dignity. Attending
the anniversary celebration were
Thelma and Joe’s daughters and
their husbands, Beth & Dan
Kimble and Barb & Chris
Conner, their granddaughter Mia
Conner (other grandchildren Seth
Conner and Sarah Kimble could
not be there), Joe’s brother and
his wife, Jimmy & Ann Anderson,
and their good church friends
George & Darene Webb. The
happy couple passed around old
photos, cut and ate their cake,
opened cards from well-wishers
and told stories of years gone by.
Joe said that he used to be a pin-setter at the bowling
alley that used to sit on the site where HospiceCare’s
Main Office is now. 
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IN MEMORIUM: JEFFREY D. CARRIER

Hospice in mourning
Despite our expertise dealing with death on a daily basis,
nothing prepared us for the loss of our beloved colleague
Jeffrey D. Carrier,
56, of Nitro, departed
this earth Nov. 14,
2013.He was born
Sept. 16, 1957 in
Limestone, Maine, a
son of the late Jack
& Doris Carrier. Jeff’s
dedication as a
hospice nurse for
20-plus years was
surpassed only by his dedication as a
more loving husband, father, Papa,
brother, uncle and friend. Jeff will be
fondly remembered by those whose
lives he touched. He is survived by his
loving wife of 33 years, Julia; son,
James Brannon Carrier; daughter,
Kendra Burton and her husband
Brandon; the pride and joy of his life,
his two grandchildren, Brody and
Laney; brother, Jack, and sister-in-law,
Jolene; nephews, Jack III, Travis, and
son, Jace, sister, Jill and niece,
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Rhiannon Taylor; and his ever loving
and faithful dogs, Lucy, Opie and Tux.
An overflowing memorial service in
honor of Jeff’s life and Nightengale
Tribute were held the evening of
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2013 at Casdorph &
Curry Funeral Home in St. Albans,
followed by another service and tribute
the following Thursday at HospiceCare’s
Main Office in Charleston. Online
condolences can be sent to the family
at www.casdorphandcurry.com.
Editor’s note: There are not enough words
or space to print them here to express the
love that everyone at HospiceCare had for
Jeff Carrier and he for HospiceCare —
nor to heal the loss we continue to feel not
having him with us today. As long as we
remember Jeff and carry on his mission of
caring for our patients and families first, he
will be with us always. A memorial tribute
to celebrate Jeff’s life and to share strength
for the journey ahead is being planned for
the first anniversary of his death. 

Shellie Powell, RN
named new
Clinical Director
“Humbled” — that’s how Shellie Powell,
RN, said she felt after being named the new
Director of Clinical Services for HospiceCare
in January. “I don’t take this position lightly.
I’m very humbled. When I found out I even
got considered I was so overwhelmed
and humbled,” she said.
Shellie was one of
five strong candidates
who applied to fill the
vacancy left following
the death of long-time
Clinical Director Jeff
Carrier, who died Nov.
14, 2013. Each one
understood that filling
Jeff’s shoes would be
impossible as he
continually expanded and redefined what it
meant to be a hospice nurse throughout his
career. Jeff helped implement our Kids Path
program and a corrections program that taught
inmates how to provide hospice services to
their fellow inmates. Jeff will never be
replaced, yet his spirit lives on through
hundreds of hospice nurses who had the
privilege of working with him.
“Jeff was such a positive light in my life
each day. He was so easy to approach. He
always had direction,” Shellie said. “Honest
to God, it was a true passion for him to keep
patient and family care at the heart of this
agency. There is something in me that wants
to keep that compassion alive. That’s the
exciting part for me. I haven’t stopped trying.
I’ve worked every position here (since 2001),
just about. The more you let me in to learn how
hospice functions, the more I became hooked.”
Shellie said Jeff was always asking,
“What is best for the patient?” or “What does
your gut tell you?”
“He didn’t have a problem taking a
parent role with us either. If we were wrong,
he let us know we were wrong,” she said. “If
it could be done better he wanted us to do it
better. He always brought to light in you what
the correct answer was for you. He was a
man full of life and light. I miss his smile,” she
said. “I want to believe in my nurses the way
he did, so that the community will believe in
us the way he had them believe in us.”
Shellie lives in South Charleston with her
husband, Tim Powell, and her daughters,
Sydney, 14, and Emily Givens, 11. 

Campers enjoy horsing around!
Kids get creative with four-legged friends at Camp High-Tor
Thanks to the folks at River Cities Therapy and Recreation Center in Milton,
WV, some hands-on art therapy was the mane attraction for the kids at this
year’s Camp Mend-A-Heart, Saturday, June 28 at Camp High-Tor in Scott
Depot. In addition to the horse painting and other arts & crafts, about 20 children
grieving the loss of a loved one enjoyed swimming, hoops, volley ball, swings, a
huge slip & slide, games and a fun visit from the Teays Valley Fire Dept. and
their pumper truck, to help them enjoy a beautiful summer’s day, all the while
working through feelings and issues on their grief journey. The traditional balloon
launch at the end of the day also let them send a message to their loved ones in
heaven. Special thanks to hospice staffers Mike Dupay, Marla Coleman, Jo
Bailey, Scott Casdorph, Joan Fernandez, Eugene Blankenship, Shellie
Powell, Mary Kathren Robinson, Pernell McCoy, Pete Thompson, Terry
Yahr, Bob Schacht and Melanie Allen, as well as volunteers Debbie Jackson
and Marilyn Calison for making the kids’ day so special! 

9

Hospice makes ‘Moments of Life’ possible
Offering the right care to the right patient at the right time can make all the difference
pain and other symptoms, the referral requires a difficult
conversation. Hospice is for people who may have less than
Executive Director, Hospice Council of W.Va.
six months to live “if the illness runs its expected course.”
Talking about that is hard. However, hospice does not
The National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization
make
death come any sooner. In fact, some studies have
is celebrating 40 years of hospice care with a campaign to
shown
that hospice patients live longer. This is because
educate about the benefits of hospice care. The theme is
they
have
individualized care in the comfort of their homes
“Moments of Life: Made Possible by Hospice.”
from a knowledgeable professional
Hospices in West Virginia
team. People learn what they can
also strive to ensure that
do and have on-call support 24
families know they can have
Hospice does not make
hours a day allowing them to
this support when a loved one
death
come
any
sooner.
receive their care at home instead
is terminally ill. There is
of going to the hospital.
consensus that to improve our
In fact, some studies
The NHPCO will share patient
health-care system, we must
have
shown
that
hospice
and
family stories to show that
offer the right care to the right
hospice
is more about living than
patient at the right time.
patients live longer.
about
death
(Momentsoflife.org).
Hospice is not always offered
This
is
because
they
It
is
important
to point out that
at the right time, as families
97
percent
of
hospice days are
may delay due to many
have individualized care in the comfort
home
care
days
in West Virginia.
misconceptions.
of
their
homes
from
a
knowledgeable
This
includes
care
in nursing
West Virginia residents are
homes
and
assisted
living facilities.
much more likely to die in the
professional team. People learn what
West
Virginia
is
one
of the top
hospital than residents of other
they
can
do
and
have
on-call
support
three
states
with
the
largest
states. In a USA Today article
number
of
hospice
patients
about the healthiest place for
24 hours a day allowing them to
admitted for care while in their
seniors to live, one of the
receive
their
care
at
home
instead
private residence, 63 percent,
measures used to determine
according to the organization’s
Minnesota’s superiority was
of
going
to
the
hospital.
2012 report. Hospice patients can
“more are choosing what kind of
also be cared for in hospitals and
care they want at end of life,
Chris Zinn, RN, BSN, CHPN
hospice inpatient facilities when
with hospice care rising and
more intense care is needed.
hospital deaths falling over the
We
are
fortunate
that
West
Virginia has some excellent
last year” (Minn. is healthiest for seniors, USA Today, May 21).
hospice
inpatient
facilities.
Those
in Beckley, Charleston,
West Virginia ranks low on this despite excellent
Huntington,
Wheeling
and
Elkins
have
been providing
advocacy on the importance of completing advance directives
inpatient
care
in
those
communities
for
many years. Last
and the implementation of the e-Directive Registry. The majority
month,
Hospice
of
the
Panhandle
opened
a new hospice
of West Virginians, 67 percent, say they want to die at home
facility
in
the
Martinsburg
area,
and
HospiceCare
opened
or in an inpatient hospice according to a 2013 survey by the
the
Peyton
Hospice
House
this
June
in
Lewisburg.
These
West Virginia Center for End of Life Care. However, only
facilities
are
an
alternative
to
hospitalization
when
more
37 percent of West Virginia Medicare beneficiaries died with
intense medical care is needed, but they are very peaceful
hospice care in 2012, and this varied by county.
and home-like and have comfortable space for families.
In 2012, nearly half of West Virginia hospice patients
It is not certain how much of the “Moments of Life” hospice
began receiving this care in the last three weeks of life. For
campaign
will reach the West Virginia market. However, West
some, that may have been due to a sudden illness, but many
Virginia
hospices
will continue to provide outreach to ensure
had suffered for months from a serious illness, like heart failure,
there
is
better
access
to hospice care in all our counties. As a
cancer or dementia. Their families might have benefited from
local
social
worker
recently
said, “Hospice is the best thing that
support long before the hospice referral was made. The reasons
has
happened
in
health
care
in the last 40 years.” It is the right
for very late referrals are understandable. It can be difficult for
choice
if
you
want
to
be
cared
for at home and have support
doctors to know when to make the referral. Although hospice is
for
the
whole
family.
If
only
it
could
begin at the right time. 
about living at home and helping people live better by controlling
By Chris Zinn, RN, BSN, CHPN
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Charitable Gift Annuities,
gifts that keep giving back

Annual Patient Admissions
2,500

* - Projected
1,821 1,862

2,000

Charitable giving doesn’t have to be a one-way propostion. It is
possible to make a charitable gift and actually have an income stream
flow back to you – all while generating valuable income-tax benefits.

1,523
1,500

2,217 2,206

2,260*

1,980 1,981

1,610

1,356

WHAT IS A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY?
Charitable gift annuities are a very flexible way to make charitable
gifts to HospiceCare, providing a fixed income for life for you and/or
others you choose. Annuities are easy to create and can be funded
with gifts of varying amounts. The American Council on Gift Annuities
defines the product as a contract under which a charity, in return for a
gift of cash or property, agrees to pay a fixed amount over the term of
either one or two lives, usually the donors. When you make your initial
gift, you can take an immediate income tax deduction for the estimated
amount that will eventually go to the charity, after all the annuity
payments have been made. A portion of the payments you will receive
will also be tax-free, until you reach your statistical life expectancy.

1,000

EXAMPLE OF CASH ANNUITY CONTRIBUTION:

400

On Jan. 1, 2014, Joe Smith makes a cash gift to HospiceCare in the
amount of $25,000. Joe is 75 years old. By the annuity table, Joe’s gift is
eligible for an annuity rate of 5.8%. He elects to receive quarterly payments in
the amount of $362.50. The breakdown for his payments would be as follows:

350

500

0
2005

*

300

$10,039.25
$ 1,206.40
$ 243.60
$ 1,450.00

200

2015 – 2024
Tax-free Portion
Ordinary Income
Total Annuity

$ 1,206.40
$ 243.60
$ 1,450.00

50

2025
Tax-free Portion
Ordinary Income
Total Annuity

$ 483.95
$ 966.05
$ 1,450.00

2026 – onward
Tax-free Portion
Ordinary Income
Total Annuity

$
0.00
$ 1,450.00
$ 1,450.00

Immediate tax deduction. When you donate, you get a tax deduction
– not for the entire amount you donate, but for that amount minus the
expected amount you would get back in payments over your lifetime.
Capital gains tax deferral. A portion of the capital gains tax that would
be due on a sale of the gift portion can be avoided at the time of the gift,
and the rest of the gain reported over the annuitant’s life expectancy.
Non-taxable income. A portion of the annuity payments aren’t
taxable; it is treated as the return of the principal you handed over to
HospiceCare. After you reach your statistical life expectancy, however
you will pay tax on the payments as ordinary income.
For more information, please contact Finance Director Mike Morris at
(304) 768-8523 or via e-mail at mmorris@hospicecarewv.org. It is
recommended you see your tax advisor to determine your savings
based on your actual tax information.

2008

2009

- Total
- In-home Care
- In-patient Care
314
- Projected
297
238
216/22

250

Charitable gift annuities have some tax advantages you can’t get with
other investments or methods of donation:

2007

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

Average Daily Census

2014
Tax Deduction, year of gift
Tax-free Portion
Ordinary Income
Total Annuity

TAX BENEFITS

2006

273
251/22

291/23

373
348/25
331
328
309/22 300/28

356 *
352 328/28
326/26

276/21

164
149/15

150
100

0
2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

Admissions by County
County
’11
Boone
73
Braxton
6
Clay
35
Fayette
48
Greenbrier 151
Jackson
104
Kanawha 1,091
Lincoln
26
Mason
2
Monroe
39
Nicholas
71
Pocahontas 1
Putnam
232
Summers
14
Roane
35
Webster
26
Other
27
TOTAL
1,981

’12
76
8
34
58
131
117
1,224
33
7
45
89
3
262
28
52
27
23
2,217

’13
85
7
27
70
141
105
1,237
27
3
41
68
3
268
16
43
19
46
2,206

2013

2014

*- Projected

’14*
96
6
42
50
142
150
1,212
32
2
64
56
2
272
12
42
20
60
2,260
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Boys band
together
for hospice
‘Terry loved these boys.
He would have been so proud...’
In September of last year, 10-year-old
Garrett Wilson said good-bye to his
father, Terry, who died at age 53 at the
Hubbard Hospice House. Just over a
month later, Garrett returned with his
mother, Beth (above), and a group of
his friends from Madison (top right).
They brought with them $554.58 they
had raised by making rubber band
bracelets (at right) and selling them at
school to pay for a brass leaf on the

Memorial Tree and an engraved brick in
the Memorial Path at the House. They
also brought a few extra bracelets to
give to a few of the patients and nurses.
“Terry loved these boys. He would

be so proud of them,” Beth said, adding
that Terry had been homebound for the
past two years, but was always out in the
garage helping them fix their bikes or
work on one project or another. “It helped
all of them.”
Making bracelets just started as a
way for Garrett to help make money to pay
for the leaf and brick and work through
his own feelings of grief. When his
classmates and the school found out
about it, it became a community project.
During their visit to the House last
month, Garrett played tour guide for his
friends, proudly showing them around
the House with a smile on his face. 

Volunteers: The heart of hospice
Register today for free volunteer training classes this fall
Hospice volunteers are people who care. Some are nurses, clergy, or therapists,
but most are everyday people like you who want to help others and their community.
People who want to volunteer for HospiceCare do not need special talents; they
simply need to be willing to share their time with others.
Throughout the year, more than 400 people provide invaluable services to
HospiceCare patients and their families. From one-time commitments such as
helping with our annual Love Light Tree campaign or Smoke on the Water Chili
Cook-off, to year-round activities such as home care support , providing music at the
Hubbard Hospice House, helping with a bulk mailing, office work or running errands,
hospice volunteers always make a difference!
The Volunteer Dept. is accepting applications for the fall HospiceCare Volunteer
Training Program. For more information and to register, please call Melanie Allen at
(304) 768-8523 or (800) 560-8523, or e-mail her at mallen@hospicecarewv.org. 

12

Volunteer Director Melanie Allen, and
Volunteer Coordinator Kate Jarrett.

‘My
Special
Place’
HospiceCare brings joy
to boy’s grief journey
after death of his father
By Jack Morton, 9

Kids keep Hubbard House
stocked with tasty treats
Thanks to pupils at Mary C. Snow West Side Elementary School in
Charleston and local Brownie Troop 1817, families and guests visiting
loved ones at the Hubbard Hopsice House
will have plenty to snack on to keep their
energy up. Teacher Melinda Clay’s
students (above) collected boxes full of
snacks and tissues to donate to the
house as part of a school philanthropy
project. Thanks to Vincent Johnson,
Kiara Hearns, Landon Navarro, Lateef
Keaton, Simya Clark, Tyra Venning,
Brook Palmer, Emily Miller, and Ethan
Proffit, for all their efforts. Meanwhile,
Troop Leader Pam Heath’s 17 Brownies donated cases of Girl
Scout Cookies to the cause. Thanks to Anna Carter, Adeline
Queen, Allison Heath, Katie Campbell, and Zoe Charles (at right)
and other troop members Lauren & Lily Goggins, Finley Lohan,
Hadley Long, Alaina Potters, Emma Ratrie, Jenna Raupp, Kate
Smith, Lily Smith, Lucy Smith, Emi Stacy and Ireland Wiley. 

Hello! My name is Jack. Do you want to know about my
special place? Yes? Okay. My special place is HospiceCare
at any time of the year. Now I will tell you why!
First, HospiceCare is my special place because I get to
talk to a kind man. I tell him how I’ve been doing and what
I want to do. Then I ask about things. He gives me advice
on how to be better. This is a nice little session. Every
week I keep getting nicer and not doing the wrong thing.
Another reason HospiceCare is my special place is
because we are allowed to go anywhere in the building
except for the offices. I can run around the place with my
sister. We can play games while I wait for the session. If
I want a snack my mom will sometimes give me money
for the vending machine. It’s very fun to wander around.
Now, the last reason HospiceCare is my special place
is because after each session I feel better. I feel like I just
landed from a high-flying plane. I just know more. The talks
always change me. I like it. Then I tell my mom about it
on the ride home. When we get home it is very nice.
Now you know that HospiceCare is my very special
place. I would now want to know what your special place
is. I wonder what it would be? Good-bye! 

Contact Us
Serving Boone, Braxton, Clay, Fayette, Greenbrier, Jackson, Kanawha, Lincoln, Mason,
Monroe, Nicholas, Pocahontas, Putnam, Roane, Summers & Webster counties.
HospiceCare Main Office

Hubbard Hospice House

1606 Kanawha Blvd., W.
Charleston, WV 25387-2536
(304) 768-8523 / (800) 560-8523
Fax: (304) 768-8627

1001 Curtis Price Way
Charleston, WV 25311
(304) 926-2200 / (800) 560-8523
Fax: (304) 926-2238

Greenbrier Valley Office
& Peyton Hospice House
1265 Maplewood Avenue
Lewisburg, WV 24901
(304) 645-2700 / (800) 237-0842
Fax: (304) 645-3188

Hubbard Hospice House West
4605 MacCorkle Ave., SW
S. Charleston, WV 25309
(304) 414-5170 /Fax: (304) 414-0890

Please visit us online at:

www.hospicecarewv.org
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Golf Outing & Dance Party
keeps driving the green
HospiceCare would like to thank Keith Stonestreet and Pam
Brown for their tireless dedication to our patients and their families.
Their philanthropic efforts over the
years culminated in our annual Golf
Outing & Dance Party, an all new
FUN-raiser that grew out of a decade
of smaller golf outings they hosted.
Keith and Pam, in addition to our
wonderful Golf Outing & Dance Party
Committee, have helped raise more
than $300,000 in the past four years
to benefit HospiceCare. The first year
the event celebrated the 10th
Anniversary of the Hubbard Hospice
House. The second year it helped
support our Kids Path program and annual Camp Mend-A-Heart.
Last year’s event helped expand our grief and loss support programs
though the newly expanded Wallace Grief Support & Education
Center at the main office. Proceeds from this year’s end-of-summer
gala at Edgewood Country Club will help HospiceCare reach more
patients and their caregivers through our PalliativeCare Center.
This program provides consulting & education for patients who
have been diagnosed with a
serious illness but do not yet qualify
for hospice, and their caregivers,
giving them both the tools to better
manage symptoms and live better.
Special thanks to this year’s
committee members — Brenda
Robertson, Dee Rumbaugh,
Ruth Cannon, Donna McGivern,
Dr. Byron Calhoun, and Jesse
& Leslie Forbes — for their stellar efforts! More than 100 golfers
enjoyed hitting the links, with more than twice that enjoying a
wonderful evening of fantastic food, spirits and fun, with live music
by The Production Company. Here’s to doing it all again next year
for our 5th, but even better! 
Hospice and Palliative Care — they’re about living!

Special thanks to our major sponsors!

Roger & Betty Ramsey
Smith Land Surveying, Inc.
Pat & Donna McGivern
Charleston Area Medical Center
Craig Waldenmaier
The Reishman Family
Mutual of America
Latitude Land & Regulatory Services
Raymond & Kathy Muehlman, Jr.
WesBanco
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